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1 Then the Lord said to Joshua, 2 “Say to the people of Israel, ‘Appoint the cities of refuge, of which I spoke to you

through Moses, 3 that the manslayer who strikes any person without intent or unknowingly may flee there. They shall

be for you a refuge from the avenger of blood. 4 He shall flee to one of these cities and shall stand at the entrance of

the gate of the city and explain his case to the elders of that city. Then they shall take him into the city and give him a

place, and he shall remain with them. 5 And if the avenger of blood pursues him, they shall not give up the manslayer

into his hand, because he struck his neighbor unknowingly, and did not hate him in the past. 6 And he shall remain in

that city until he has stood before the congregation for judgment, until the death of him who is high priest at the time.

Then the manslayer may return to his own town and his own home, to the town from which he fled.’” 7 So they set

apart Kedesh in Galilee in the hill country of Naphtali, and Shechem in the hill country of Ephraim, and Kiriath-arba

(that is, Hebron) in the hill country of Judah. 8 And beyond the Jordan east of Jericho, they appointed Bezer in the

wilderness on the tableland, from the tribe of Reuben, and Ramoth in Gilead, from the tribe of Gad, and Golan in

Bashan, from the tribe of Manasseh. 9 These were the cities designated for all the people of Israel and for the

stranger sojourning among them, that anyone who killed a person without intent could flee there, so that he might

not die by the hand of the avenger of blood, till he stood before the congregation.
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The tribes of Israel have received their much awaited inheritance in the land of Canaan. The Lord gives Joshua the
green light to appoint the cities of refuge, which he spoke through Moses. What is the purpose of the “cities of
refuge”? In Exodus 21:12-13, we read the first mention of a place the Lord will provide in the future for the manslayer.
In Numbers 35:16-23, the Lord gives a clear distinction between the man who kills another with intent (murder), and
the man who does not lie in wait for another (manslayer). Of the forty-eight cities given to the Levites, six were
designated as cities of refuge.



Here in this passage, God designates the cities of refuge for the manslayer to run to for protection from the avenger
of blood. We know from scripture that the Lord is our refuge (Psalm 18:2, 62:7, 73:28)! We need refuge from the
enemy, sin, and death. When it comes to our salvation, we take refuge in the Lord when we place our faith and trust
in Him. We are in essence saying, I can’t secure my eternity apart from you. I have a sin problem and death is what I
deserve. I was hiding in my sin before, but now I’m going to hide in you. I am without hope on my own, but you, Jesus,
are my living hope, my shelter, my fortress, my strong tower (Psalm 61:3, 91:1-2). We take refuge in Him every time we
turn to Him, instead of giving into sin. We take refuge in Him when we trust in Him with all of our heart and choose to
not lean on our own understanding (Proverbs 3:5-6).

These cities of refuge were specifically for the person who struck his neighbor unknowingly and did not hate him in
the past (Joshua 20:5). This led me to think that you and I may not have killed anyone physically (intentionally or not),
however, let’s take a look at what Jesus says in Matthew 5:21-22. “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You
shall not murder; and whoever murders will be liable to judgment.’ But I say to you that everyone who is angry with
his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, ‘You
fool!’ will be liable to the hell of fire.” Jesus always cut straight to the heart. When we read the law, we tend to read it
literally, but the Lord judges the intentions of the heart (Proverbs 16:2; Hebrews 4:12). John also emphasizes that if we
have hated our brother we have committed murder (1 John 3:15). We have all been angry in our heart, and that alone
is enough to stand condemned before the Lord.

Lord, we thank you for this passage in scripture that points us to your provision for your people, strangers and citizens
alike. Thank you that we can daily lay our struggles at your feet knowing that you are a safe place. Thank you, that in
you, we no longer stand condemned, but can run to you for refuge (Romans 8:1). Thank you that our refuge is not in a
place (city) or thing, but in the person of Jesus Christ!

Questions:

1. Ask the Lord to search your heart (Psalm 139:23-24). Is there any anger being harbored in you? I encourage
you to seek reconciliation.

2. We all run to something or someone for refuge in times of trouble. To what or whom do you run to for refuge?

3. Take some time to read  Psalm 46 and Psalm 91. Reflect on all the ways God has been a refuge to you.


