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1 After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, the Lord said to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses' assistant, 2 “Moses

my servant is dead. Now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, you and all this people, into the land that I am giving to

them, to the people of Israel. 3 Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given to you, just as I

promised to Moses. 4 From the wilderness and this Lebanon as far as the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land

of the Hittites to the Great Sea toward the going down of the sun shall be your territory. 5 No man shall be able to

stand before you all the days of your life. Just as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. I will not leave you or forsake

you. 6 Be strong and courageous, for you shall cause this people to inherit the land that I swore to their fathers to

give them. 7 Only be strong and very courageous, being careful to do according to all the law that Moses my servant

commanded you. Do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may have good success[a] wherever you

go. 8 This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you

may be careful to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you

will have good success. 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not

be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”
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Moses is dead and the nation of Israel is in mourning (Deuteronomy 34:8) as they await the appointment of his
apprentice, Joshua to take the helm. Joshua was a man of valor and strength, yet his greatest quality was that he was
filled with the Spirit of wisdom, (Deuteronomy 34:9) and he walked in full obedience to the Lord.

At ninety years of age, Joshua is commissioned with the greatest assignment of his lifetime. As a type of Jesus (“God’s
salvation”), Joshua was to lead the people of Israel with courage from the wilderness into the Promised Land. Though
enemies were lurking and the road would be treacherous, Israel could take heart, for the land God promised
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (Genesis 12:7; 15:18-21; 17:8) was soon to be theirs (Joshua 1:4). God promised Joshua, “I will
be with you. I will not leave you or forsake you” (verse 5). This encouragement was a reminder to weak and feeble
people that in spite of hardships, calamity, and foes, that the Lord was near, and they could be strong and
courageous in all things.

David echoed this same sentiment in Psalm 23:4, “Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will
fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.”

As comforting as those promises must have been, God’s instructions in Joshua 1:8 were the key to Israel’s success.
“This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may
be careful to do according to all that is written in it. For then [emphasis added] you will make your way prosperous,
and then you will have good success.”

God’s presence was known amongst the people of Israel when they adhered to His precepts. Isn’t that still true
today? God has revealed Himself to us through His Word, and it is the very thing that leads to hope, peace, joy, and
everlasting life. In essence, God’s presence in our lives is closely tied to us following His precepts. Consider Psalm
119:9, “How can a young man keep his way pure? By guarding it according to your word.” Jesus said this in John
14:15-16, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another
Helper, to be with you forever.” Our love and devotion to God cannot be complete apart from God’s Word. It was true
for Joshua and Israel, and it is true for believers today. God’s Word equips us for life, battle, eternity, and every good
work (2 Timothy 3:16-17).



Questions:

1. Do you rely on God’s Word as a daily source of wisdom, strength, and direction?

2. Read the following passages and make your own observations about God’s Word.

○ Deuteronomy 6:5-7
○ Psalm 1
○ Psalm 119:1-3, 11
○ Colossians 3:16
○ Hebrews 4:12

3. How could Joshua and Israel have courage apart from God? How can you possess courage apart from God?
Read 2 Timothy 1:7 and remind yourself where courage comes from.


