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10 And Joshua commanded the officers of the people, 11 “Pass through the midst of the camp and command the

people, ‘Prepare your provisions, for within three days you are to pass over this Jordan to go in to take possession of

the land that the Lord your God is giving you to possess.’”

12 And to the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh Joshua said, 13 “Remember the word that

Moses the servant of the Lord commanded you, saying, ‘The Lord your God is providing you a place of rest and will

give you this land.’ 14 Your wives, your little ones, and your livestock shall remain in the land that Moses gave you

beyond the Jordan, but all the men of valor among you shall pass over armed before your brothers and shall help

them, 15 until the Lord gives rest to your brothers as he has to you, and they also take possession of the land that the

Lord your God is giving them. Then you shall return to the land of your possession and shall possess it, the land that

Moses the servant of the Lord gave you beyond the Jordan toward the sunrise.”

16 And they answered Joshua, “All that you have commanded us we will do, and wherever you send us we will go. 17

Just as we obeyed Moses in all things, so we will obey you. Only may the Lord your God be with you, as he was with

Moses! 18 Whoever rebels against your commandment and disobeys your words, whatever you command him, shall

be put to death. Only be strong and courageous.”
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I remember the first time I went to Stockman United Methodist Church, a church that many considered to be dying. I
was 11. I remember the musty smell and how the yellowed hymnal pages crumbled along the edges. The dozen or
so 80 year-olds spent their Saturday nights playing dominos in the tiny fellowship hall next to the sanctuary. (This is
the only time I ever recall possum being served at a potluck.) After running from ministry, my parents left almost
everything behind so my dad could pastor his first church. My mother’s health, their finances, and even our family car
was rapidly declining. It felt like everything was falling apart.

I remember how these people fed us. One summer, a woman decided she would “disciple me” by taking me
shopping for school clothes. When my dad’s car broke down, parts mysteriously appeared. When my sister needed
braces, an orthodontist called saying that an appointment had been made and the bill had already been paid. Over
and over, hard-working people on fixed incomes helped carry our burdens. What some considered a dying church
became the hands and feet of Christ.

Where we find the tribes of Israel this week, they’re in an odd position. After 40 years of wandering in the desert,
Moses is dead and they’re three days from crossing the Jordan River to watch God prove again that he keeps his
promises. Some of the tribes were already home, in land given to them east of the Jordan River. Where some were
ready to kick their shoes off and relax, this fight for the land God promised was far from over. Joshua reminded them
that until everyone was home, that everyone was called to help. This meant leaving their families behind to fight
alongside their brothers until all of God’s people were finally at rest.

This stings. How easy is it for me to rest while many of my brothers and sisters are struggling? I love our church body.
I once visited an ICU where people praying, crock pot meals, and a mountain of snacks took up the entire waiting
room. I’ve seen yards cleared, houses painted, and clothes passed around to ensure that kids all had what they
needed. So many members of our body don’t take the responsibility of carrying one another’s burdens lightly
(Galatians 6:2).

Just like the Israelites, we are called to obedience. We are called to suit up. To rise from our comfort and to fight
alongside our brothers and sisters when there is a need. 1 Corinthians 12:24 reminds us, “God has blended together
the body, giving greater honor to the lesser member, so that there may be no division in the body, but the members
may have mutual concern for one another. If one member suffers, everyone suffers with it. If a member is honored, all
rejoice with it.”



Don’t forget that we are one body. While it may be comfortable where we are sitting, our brothers and sisters should
never stand alone. Whether storming the gates in prayer, encouraging one another, or meeting physical needs, we
are called to be obedient and fight for all parts of the body.

Questions:

1. As you read this passage, how does the Holy Spirit stir your heart? Who pops up in your mind? Which of our
brothers and sisters need you to fight for them this week?

2. When in your own life have others fought for you? What of your own needs have been met by other
members of the body? How did this shape your view of who Jesus is?

3. Take a second and pray for another member of the body. Send a text message to encourage them, ask how
you can support them, or make a plan to help meet the needs of one member of our body.


