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49 When they had finished distributing the several territories of the land as inheritances, the people of Israel gave an

inheritance among them to Joshua the son of Nun. 50 By command of the Lord they gave him the city that he asked,

Timnath-serah in the hill country of Ephraim. And he rebuilt the city and settled in it. 51 These are the inheritances

that Eleazar the priest and Joshua the son of Nun and the heads of the fathers' houses of the tribes of the people of

Israel distributed by lot at Shiloh before the Lord, at the entrance of the tent of meeting. So they finished dividing the

land.
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“Humility is not a character trait to develop, it’s the natural by-product of being with Jesus” - Louie Giglio

Joshua, the mighty warrior, toppler of kingdoms, sacker of cities. This type of talk could have easily gone to Joshua’s
head as he and the Israelites conquered the Promised Land. However, he knew in his heart it was not by his own hand
he had triumphed, but by the mighty hand of God. Joshua humbly knew his place in God’s grand plan. We see this as
we look at today’s section as the final inheritance is being given.

All the land has been divvied up and given out to the tribes and people. Joshua is the last to receive his inheritance
despite being the people’s great leader. Joshua did not ask for the land but instead was gifted by the people by the
command of the Lord (verses 49-50). The land was among his own tribe and required that the cities be rebuilt in
order to settle in it.   Again, a picture of humility, not setting himself above others.

Joshua was obedient to what God called him to do despite the difficulty of the task. The goals in all the battles were
not to obtain the best land or glory for himself, but were for the people and God's glory. He was humble and
submitted himself to be used by God. Remind you of anyone else? Jesus humbly submitted himself before God



facing the most daunting task of all, sacrificing his life (Luke 22:42). During His time on earth, Jesus associated with the
lowest of low and never sought fame and glory for Himself (Mark 10:45 and 2 Corinthians 8:9).

God calls us daily to humble ourselves before the Lord and others (James 4:10, Romans 12:16, Philippians 2:3, and
Ephesians 4:2). This attitude and knowledge not only allowed Joshua to receive his worldly inheritance but his
greatest reward of seeing the promises of God unfold and come true for God’s people to live and serve Him in the
Promised Land (Joshua 24:31).

Questions:

1. What are you working for, your kingdom or God’s Kingdom? What do your actions reflect?

2. Are you willing to take a backseat in order to put others first despite what others may say or think of you?
Read Matthew 27:11-14. Jesus was treated unfairly and yet he remained quiet and humble.

3. What example are you being to your family, tribe, community? Can you be an effective witness for Christ if
you are not willing to humble yourself for the ones closest to you?


