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40 The seventh lot came out for the tribe of the people of Dan, according to their clans. 41 And the territory of its

inheritance included Zorah, Eshtaol, Ir-shemesh, 42 Shaalabbin, Aijalon, Ithlah, 43 Elon, Timnah, Ekron, 44 Eltekeh,

Gibbethon, Baalath, 45 Jehud, Bene-berak, Gath-rimmon, 46 and Me-jarkon and Rakkon with the territory over

against Joppa. 47 When the territory of the people of Dan was lost to them, the people of Dan went up and fought

against Leshem, and after capturing it and striking it with the sword they took possession of it and settled in it, calling

Leshem, Dan, after the name of Dan their ancestor. 48 This is the inheritance of the tribe of the people of Dan,

according to their clans—these cities with their villages.
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Today’s passage clearly discusses the inheritance given to the tribe of Dan. On the surface these verses seem to
simply be a list of geographic locations outlining the land the Danites have inherited. However, after digging a little
deeper I began to see the significance of this passage. In Numbers 1:38 we find that the tribe of Dan was the second
largest of twelve tribes with 62,700 men able to serve in the Army. The Danites received fertile land that bordered
the Mediterranean Sea. In order to inhabit the land, the tribe of Dan would need to conquer the people in each of the
territories they received. In verse 47, we see that the tribe of Dan lost the land that had been given to them and took
possession of the land of Leshem.

Remember in Joshua 18:3 Joshua asked, “How long will you wait before you begin to take possession of the land that
the Lord, the God of your ancestors, has given you?” In Judges 1:34 the Amorites were able to confine the Danites to
the hill country, not allowing them to come down into the plain they had inherited. Hebrews 12:1 tells followers of
Christ to lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set
before us. The Daninites did not run the race before them and claim their inheritance. Instead they settled for
Leshem. How often do we find ourselves behaving like the tribe of Dan, complacent and comfortable with our current
circumstances, settling for just a portion of what God has for us?



Questions:

1. How have you become complacent in your walk with the Lord?

2. What steps do you need to take to run the race God has for you?

3. How can you encourage a brother or sister in Christ to continue running the race set before them?


