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24 The fifth lot came out for the tribe of the people of Asher according to their clans. 25 Their territory included

Helkath, Hali, Beten, Achshaph, 26 Allammelech, Amad, and Mishal. On the west it touches Carmel and

Shihor-libnath, 27 then it turns eastward, it goes to Beth-dagon, and touches Zebulun and the Valley of Iphtahel

northward to Beth-emek and Neiel. Then it continues in the north to Cabul, 28 Ebron, Rehob, Hammon, Kanah, as far

as Sidon the Great. 29 Then the boundary turns to Ramah, reaching to the fortified city of Tyre. Then the boundary

turns to Hosah, and it ends at the sea; Mahalab,[a]Achzib, 30 Ummah, Aphek and Rehob—twenty-two cities with their

villages. 31 This is the inheritance of the tribe of the people of Asher according to their clans—these cities with their

villages.

32 The sixth lot came out for the people of Naphtali, for the people of Naphtali, according to their clans. 33 And their

boundary ran from Heleph, from the oak in Zaanannim, and Adami-nekeb, and Jabneel, as far as Lakkum, and it

ended at the Jordan. 34 Then the boundary turns westward to Aznoth-tabor and goes from there to Hukkok, touching

Zebulun at the south and Asher on the west and Judah on the east at the Jordan. 35 The fortified cities are Ziddim,

Zer, Hammath, Rakkath, Chinnereth, 36 Adamah, Ramah, Hazor, 37 Kedesh, Edrei, En-hazor, 38 Yiron, Migdal-el,

Horem, Beth-anath, and Beth-shemesh—nineteen cities with their villages. 39 This is the inheritance of the tribe of

the people of Naphtali according to their clans—the cities with their villages.
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Asher was Jacob’s eighth son. His mother was Leah’s maidservant, Zilpah, and he was her second and last child with
Jacob. When Asher was born, Leah said, “How happy am I! The women will call me happy” (Genesis 30:13). Asher’s
name means “happy.” Naphtali was born of Rachel’s maidservant, Bilhah. He was her second and last child with Jacob.
When Naphtali was born, Rachel said, “I have had a great struggle with my sister, and I have won” (Genesis 30:8).
Naphtali means “my struggle.” Have you ever wondered the meaning of your name? I found that my name means
brave and bold.

In Genesis I found that Jacob blessed his son Asher, he said, “Asher’s food will be rich; he will provide delicacies fit for
a king” (Genesis 49:20). Later in Deuteronomy Moses blessed the tribe, saying, "Most blessed of the sons is Asher; let
him be favored by his brothers, and let him bathe his feet in oil. The bolts of your gates will be iron and bronze, and
your strength will equal your days” (Deuteronomy 33:24). Washing one’s feet in oil was a sign of prosperity, and
Jacob’s reference to Asher’s food being “rich” indicated that Asher would possess fertile lands. In Joshua 19:24-31, we
learn that Asher received land along the Mediterranean coast, and they were very prosperous in growing olive trees
and providing olive oil to the region.

Also in Genesis, Jacob blessed his son Naphtali. He said, “Naphtali is a doe set free that bears beautiful fawns”
(Genesis 49:21). The image presented is of one who springs forth with great speed and provides good news. Also in
Deuteronomy Moses blessed the tribe: “Naphtali is abounding with the favor of the Lord and is full of his blessing; he
will inherit southward to the lake” (Deuteronomy 33:23). In Joshua 19:32–39, we learn that Naphtali’s land was in
northern Israel, bordering Asher’s territory, and the Sea of Kinnereth (or Galilee) touched the southern portion of its
territory.

In the time of Christ, the land of Naphtali was part of the area of Galilee, and it was viewed by the Jews in Judea as a
place of dishonor, full of Gentile pagans (see John 1:46; 7:52). But Isaiah had prophesied that Naphtali would be
honored: “In the past he humbled . . . the land of Naphtali, but in the future he will honor Galilee of the Gentiles, by the
way of the sea, along the Jordan” (Isaiah 9:1). This honor came with the coming of Jesus Christ. All Jesus’ disciples but
Judas, who betrayed Him, came from Galilee, and much of Jesus’ ministry took place there.

As we look at the history of these two out of twelve brothers, it can be easy for me to compare how much land each
one received. In researching I found that Naphtali received 800 square miles of land, and Asher 200 square miles.
Can you imagine that happening to you today, having land allotted to you and your siblings? We all know how easy it



is for our flesh and selfishness to creep in and ruin a blessing. We can easily try to make things about ourselves,
instead of being thankful for God’s blessings and provisions each day. My hope would be to not ever forget who it
was that provided the blessings in the first place; but we also cannot forget that we can’t take anything with us when
we die. Jesus gives us something better than just a piece of good farmland. Jesus gives us an inheritance that can
never perish, spoil, or fade (1 Peter 1:3-5). May we hold onto that promise while being a good steward of what's only
temporary; holding  onto what is eternal.

Questions:

1. Are you being a good steward of what God has blessed you with?

2. Have you struggled with comparison to others' property?

3. Regardless of your name on your birth certificate, God has created you for a purpose and a plan. To love God
and to love others.


