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11 The lot of the tribe of the people of Benjamin according to its clans came up, and the territory allotted to it fell

between the people of Judah and the people of Joseph. 12 On the north side their boundary began at the Jordan.

Then the boundary goes up to the shoulder north of Jericho, then up through the hill country westward, and it ends

at the wilderness of Beth-aven. 13 From there the boundary passes along southward in the direction of Luz, to the

shoulder of Luz (that is, Bethel), then the boundary goes down to Ataroth-addar, on the mountain that lies south of

Lower Beth-horon. 14 Then the boundary goes in another direction, turning on the western side southward from the

mountain that lies to the south, opposite Beth-horon, and it ends at Kiriath-baal (that is, Kiriath-jearim), a city

belonging to the people of Judah. This forms the western side. 15 And the southern side begins at the outskirts of

Kiriath-jearim. And the boundary goes from there to Ephron, to the spring of the waters of Nephtoah. 16 Then the

boundary goes down to the border of the mountain that overlooks the Valley of the Son of Hinnom, which is at the

north end of the Valley of Rephaim. And it then goes down the Valley of Hinnom, south of the shoulder of the

Jebusites, and downward to En-rogel. 17 Then it bends in a northerly direction going on to En-shemesh, and from

there goes to Geliloth, which is opposite the ascent of Adummim. Then it goes down to the stone of Bohan the son of

Reuben, 18 and passing on to the north of the shoulder of Beth-arabah it goes down to the Arabah. 19 Then the

boundary passes on to the north of the shoulder of Beth-hoglah. And the boundary ends at the northern bay of the

Salt Sea, at the south end of the Jordan: this is the southern border. 20 The Jordan forms its boundary on the eastern

side. This is the inheritance of the people of Benjamin, according to their clans, boundary by boundary all around. 21

Now the cities of the tribe of the people of Benjamin according to their clans were Jericho, Beth-hoglah, Emek-keziz,

22 Beth-arabah, Zemaraim, Bethel, 23 Avvim, Parah, Ophrah, 24 Chephar-ammoni, Ophni, Geba—twelve cities with

their villages: 25 Gibeon, Ramah, Beeroth, 26 Mizpeh, Chephirah, Mozah, 27 Rekem, Irpeel, Taralah, 28 Zela, Haeleph,

Jebus (that is, Jerusalem), Gibeah and Kiriath-jearim—fourteen cities with their villages. This is the inheritance of the

people of Benjamin according to its clans.



DEVOTIONAL FOR JOSHUA 18:11-28
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

AUTHOR: DICK PATTERSON

Why in the world do we need to know about all of these boundary lines? I do not know the answer to that question.
However, maybe we can learn something from the tribe of Benjamin and its history. Benjamin was the youngest son
of Jacob and his tribe became known for being great warriors even though they were the smallest tribe (Judges
20:15-16:1, Chronicles 8:40, 12:2). Benjamin lives up to the blessing Jacob gave him in Genesis 49:27: “Benjamin is a
ravenous wolf, in the morning devouring the prey and at evening dividing the spoil”. Due to great sin within the tribe of
Benjamin, the other eleven tribes turned on them and killed all but 600 fighting men who fled to the rock of Rimmon
(Judges 20:47). This only happened because God had given them over to the other tribes. In Judges 21, the eleven
tribes make peace with them and provide them wives in order that there would still be an inheritance for the
survivors of Benjamin. We read at the end of the chapter, “In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did
what was right in his own eyes” (Judges 21:25). From that small group, God raises up some very important people in
the history of Israel: Saul the first king of Israel (1 Samuel 9:15-17), Mordecai and Esther who delivered the Jews from
death (Esther 2:5-7), and then in the New Testament, Paul (Romans 11:1).

With all that said I cannot help but think about Isaiah 55:8 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your
ways my ways declares the Lord”. We never will be able to wrap our heads around what all God has planned for our
lives. Some of the darkest days we may face may be yet to come. I am sure that the small group of men that were left
hiding on the rock of Rimmon had no idea what God would do with their offspring, but God did. God used Paul to
write at least 13 of the books of the New Testament, even after he started out trying to get rid of the Christians of his
day. That in itself is mind blowing and drives home Isaiah 55:8 even more. No matter our past or what we may be
going through today, as children of God we know that God has a plan to use us just as he did the tribe of Benjamin.
Jeremiah 29:11-13 says “For I know the plans I have for you”, declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm
you, plans to give you hope and a future. Then you will call on me and come to me, and I will listen to you. You will
seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.”

Questions:

1. When you look back over your life, what are some things that you did not believe God could use in His plan
for your life but He has?



2. Is there anything from your past that you are still trying to carry or hide from God because you see no way
God can use it?

3. Where are you struggling now? Share it with a brother or sister in Christ and see if God can use them to help
you see more clearly.


