
BIBLE TEXT | JOSHUA 18:1-10
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1 Then the whole congregation of the people of Israel assembled at Shiloh and set up the tent of meeting there. The

land lay subdued before them.

2 There remained among the people of Israel seven tribes whose inheritance had not yet been apportioned. 3 So

Joshua said to the people of Israel, “How long will you put off going in to take possession of the land, which the Lord,

the God of your fathers, has given you? 4 Provide three men from each tribe, and I will send them out that they may

set out and go up and down the land. They shall write a description of it with a view to their inheritances, and then

come to me. 5 They shall divide it into seven portions. Judah shall continue in his territory on the south, and the house

of Joseph shall continue in their territory on the north. 6 And you shall describe the land in seven divisions and bring

the description here to me. And I will cast lots for you here before the Lord our God. 7 The Levites have no portion

among you, for the priesthood of the Lord is their heritage. And Gad and Reuben and half the tribe of Manasseh have

received their inheritance beyond the Jordan eastward, which Moses the servant of the Lord gave them.”

8 So the men arose and went, and Joshua charged those who went to write the description of the land, saying, “Go

up and down in the land and write a description and return to me. And I will cast lots for you here before the Lord in

Shiloh.” 9 So the men went and passed up and down in the land and wrote in a book a description of it by towns in

seven divisions. Then they came to Joshua to the camp at Shiloh, 10 and Joshua cast lots for them in Shiloh before

the Lord. And there Joshua apportioned the land to the people of Israel, to each his portion.
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My heart has been broken and I have felt helpless as church friends’ and coworkers' worlds have been turned upside
down. Each has been a difficult situation on its own. They are good people, good Christians; hope can seem far away.
This made me struggle to write a devotional on a “success” story for the people of Israel, where they finally received
what they were waiting for. Then I came across this phrase by Kay Arthur: “Faith is not faith until it is tested.”

The people of Israel's faith was tested. When we are in difficult times our faith will be tested. Difficult times do not
mean we are the culprit. It could just be the result of living in a broken world. Think about how Israel’s “success story”
really came to be and how it played out to future generations! God promised the people of Israel this land, yet
because of disobedience, they all perished in the desert, except Caleb and Joshua. So it is most likely that here we
are looking at the children and grandchildren of Israel receiving the Promised Land. That is a long wait! They had to
keep their faith alive for generations. At the same time, this brings hope. You can trust God will take care of you for
generations until all His promises come true.

I was also encouraged with how this passage begins and ends with God in the center. Verse 1 says they assembled
the tent of meeting. The location seems to be almost at the center of the land that was allocated by God to the tribes.
It rested between the tribe of Manasseh to the North and Ephraim to the south and just west of the Jordan. It speaks
to me of an accessible God, One that wishes to be the center of my life.

Joshua confronted the seven tribes that were waiting for their inheritance (verse 3). It was their responsibility to go
and take what the Lord had promised. We could say that their faith was tested. They knew they would receive a
portion of the land. They were asked to go and provide a description of the land that it might be theirs. They had to
believe it was actually going to happen and take steps of faith. This makes me think of my responsibility of knowing
God’s word and in praying for others and for me. In the midst of problems that seem to have no solution, still I have a
responsibility to pray the promises of God and believe that He’ll always answer.

Just as God was the one who would ultimately decide the allotments of land among the tribes, He also decides what
happens in our lives. He has all the power and all time rests in his hands. In a sense, it is a relief to know that He is in
control and not me. We ought to come to the “center”, where He is. We must come to Him and lay our heart in front of
the God with whom nothing is impossible. He is GOD and I am not.



Questions:

1. What is my responsibility with respect to the word of God?

2. What is my responsibility regarding prayer?

3. If you are going through a difficult time, talk to your Journey Group or email
pastoraloffice@stonepointchurch.com to help you look to God and His word.
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