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14 Then the people of Joseph spoke to Joshua, saying, “Why have you given me but one lot and one portion as an

inheritance, although I am a numerous people, since all along the Lord has blessed me?” 15 And Joshua said to them,

“If you are a numerous people, go up by yourselves to the forest, and there clear ground for yourselves in the land of

the Perizzites and the Rephaim, since the hill country of Ephraim is too narrow for you.” 16 The people of Joseph said,

“The hill country is not enough for us. Yet all the Canaanites who dwell in the plain have chariots of iron, both those in

Beth-shean and its villages and those in the Valley of Jezreel.” 17 Then Joshua said to the house of Joseph, to

Ephraim and Manasseh, “You are a numerous people and have great power. You shall not have one allotment only, 18

but the hill country shall be yours, for though it is a forest, you shall clear it and possess it to its farthest borders. For

you shall drive out the Canaanites, though they have chariots of iron, and though they are strong.”
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The tribes of Manasseh and Ephraim (the descendants of Joseph’s twin sons) are suffering from a deficiency. It is one
that I too can find myself suffering with oftentimes. It's a deficiency of faith and, more times than not, it is coupled with
an abundance of fear. Not a good combination! These tribes are faced with a problem; they have grown so numerous
that one allotment is not sufficient enough for all their people. Thick forests are nearby, and the land is occupied by
Canaanites possessing chariots of iron. The tribes respond to their problem by running to Joshua with their
complaints. They make sure to emphasize the roadblocks in front of them. Fear has clouded their judgment, and it's
crippling them.

How do we respond when we are faced with an immense problem and everywhere we look the odds are stacked up
against us? Fear has an opportunity to take hold of us when all we look at is the problem. But when faced with a



problem, we, like the tribes of Joseph, need to change our focus. We need to look in the rearview mirror! The
Israelites had been rescued from slavery in Egypt. They watched the Red Sea part before their very eyes, they had
manna welcome them every morning. They watched God clear out land for them, the land He promised, by giving
them one victorious battle after another. When all the odds were stacked up against them, God’s power was
invincible. That is what the tribes needed to focus on.

Joshua wasn’t fearful, he carried confidence because he knew the God he served. In verse 18 Joshua responds to all
the woes of the tribes by telling them that they will “drive out the Canaanites, though they have chariots of iron and
though they are strong.” Joshua knew God would continue to fulfill His promise of giving the tribes of Israel the land
they needed because He had already proven Himself faithful time and time again.

When we look into our own rearview mirrors, we can see all that God has done for us. Remembering His faithfulness
in our past, gives us confidence for the present. The Bible says in Hebrews 13:6, “So we say with confidence, ‘The Lord
is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can mere mortals do to me?’”. Joshua believed that and his faith displayed it.
The Lord is our helper also. We too can carry the same confidence as Joshua did. We must tip the scales and let our
faith be greater than our fear. “For we live by faith, not by sight” (2 Corinthians 5:7).

Questions:

1. Do you find yourself responding more with fear than faith when problems are present in your life? Read 2
Timothy 1:7

2. The Bible says in 1 John 4:18 that "perfect love casts out fear". Do you believe that you can surrender your fear
to God and that He can take it from you?

3. What do you see when you look in your own rearview mirror? Make a list of some of the ways God has proven
faithful in your life and share it with your Journey Group.


