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1 Then allotment was made to the people of Manasseh, for he was the firstborn of Joseph. To Machir the firstborn of
Manasseh, the father of Gilead, were allotted Gilead and Bashan, because he was a man of war. 2 And allotments
were made to the rest of the people of Manasseh by their clans, Abiezer, Helek, Asriel, Shechem, Hepher, and
Shemida. These were the male descendants of Manasseh the son of Joseph, by their clans.

3 Now Zelophehad the son of Hepher, son of Gilead, son of Machir, son of Manasseh, had no sons, but only
daughters, and these are the names of his daughters: Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah. 4 They approached
Eleazar the priest and Joshua the son of Nun and the leaders and said, “The Lord commanded Moses to give us an
inheritance along with our brothers.” So according to the mouth of the Lord he gave them an inheritance among the
brothers of their father. 5 Thus there fell to Manasseh ten portions, besides the land of Gilead and Bashan, which is on
the other side of the Jordan, 6 because the daughters of Manasseh received an inheritance along with his sons. The
land of Gilead was allotted to the rest of the people of Manasseh.

7 The territory of Manasseh reached from Asher to Michmethath, which is east of Shechem. Then the boundary goes
along southward to the inhabitants of En-tappuah. 8 The land of Tappuah belonged to Manasseh, but the town of
Tappuah on the boundary of Manasseh belonged to the people of Ephraim. 9 Then the boundary went down to the
brook Kanah. These cities, to the south of the brook, among the cities of Manasseh, belong to Ephraim. Then the
boundary of Manasseh goes on the north side of the brook and ends at the sea, 10 the land to the south being
Ephraim's and that to the north being Manasseh's, with the sea forming its boundary. On the north Asher is reached,
and on the east Issachar. 11 Also in Issachar and in Asher Manasseh had Beth-shean and its villages, and Ibleam and
its villages, and the inhabitants of Dor and its villages, and the inhabitants of En-dor and its villages, and the
inhabitants of Taanach and its villages, and the inhabitants of Megiddo and its villages; the third is Naphath. 12 Yet the
people of Manasseh could not take possession of those cities, but the Canaanites persisted in dwelling in that land.
13 Now when the people of Israel grew strong, they put the Canaanites to forced labor, but did not utterly drive them
out.
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Matthew Henry once said, “Those who take care in the wilderness of this world, to make sure to themselves a place
in the inheritance of the saints in light, will have the comfort of it in the other world; while those who neglect it now,
will lose it forever.”

There are often moments in which we must act with courage so we do not miss the blessing of seizing that moment.
At the beginning of Numbers 27, we find an account of this type of courage when the daughters of Zelophehad (who
had no sons) “stood before Moses and before Eleazar the priest and before the chiefs and all the congregation, at the
entrance of the tent of meeting” (verse 2) and plead their case for their late father’s inheritance. Five sisters, aware of
the promise made to the people of Israel, honored their father by requesting his inheritance so it would not go to
anyone else. Their faithfulness to God’s promise and their faithfulness to their father instilled the courage to plead
their case. In Joshua 17, we see the result of that courage as they again approached Eleazar and Joshua to remind
them that the Lord commanded Moses to give them an inheritance along with their brothers (verse 4). In a time when
women were marginalized – and in the land of Canaan considered “property” – their boldness and faithful courage
secured the name and heritage of their father and inheritance rights for women in Israel.

In matters of faith, the prudent choice is the one that considers the future that faith dictates; and faith is necessary to
create the courage needed to seize these moments. For the believer, there is an inheritance that we will share. As
believers, there was a choice made in faith to place our trust in Jesus Christ our Savior. Because of His grace that was
secured by that choice, we “were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until
we acquire possession of it” (Ephesians 1:13-14). What we learn from the five daughters of Zelophehad is that despite
social and cultural circumstances that may stack against us, we have an inheritance from God that will not fade away
(1 Peter 1:4). Therefore, we may act boldly, courageously, and faithfully in moments of doubt, weakness, fear, and
uncertainty “for this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as
we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but
the things that are unseen are eternal.” (2 Corinthians 4:17-18). Amen!



Questions:

1. What moments of courage and faithfulness have you encountered lately? How did you act in those
moments?

2. What cultural or social barriers do you see hindering your courage and faithfulness? Take time to name them
before the Lord and pray and ask him for boldness and courage to act faithfully amidst them.

3. Are you a believer who is uncertain of your inheritance or an unbeliever who would like to know what it
means to trust Jesus and obtain an inheritance in Him? Please email us at
pastoraloffice@stonepointchurch.com.
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