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1 The allotment of the people of Joseph went from the Jordan by Jericho, east of the waters of Jericho, into the

wilderness, going up from Jericho into the hill country to Bethel. 2 Then going from Bethel to Luz, it passes along to

Ataroth, the territory of the Archites. 3 Then it goes down westward to the territory of the Japhletites, as far as the

territory of Lower Beth-horon, then to Gezer, and it ends at the sea.

4 The people of Joseph, Manasseh and Ephraim, received their inheritance.

5 The territory of the people of Ephraim by their clans was as follows: the boundary of their inheritance on the east

was Ataroth-addar as far as Upper Beth-horon, 6 and the boundary goes from there to the sea. On the north is

Michmethath. Then on the east the boundary turns around toward Taanath-shiloh and passes along beyond it on the

east to Janoah, 7 then it goes down from Janoah to Ataroth and to Naarah, and touches Jericho, ending at the Jordan.

8 From Tappuah the boundary goes westward to the brook Kanah and ends at the sea. Such is the inheritance of the

tribe of the people of Ephraim by their clans, 9 together with the towns that were set apart for the people of Ephraim

within the inheritance of the Manassites, all those towns with their villages. 10 However, they did not drive out the

Canaanites who lived in Gezer, so the Canaanites have lived in the midst of Ephraim to this day but have been made

to do forced labor.
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I remember attending a band camp concert for my daughter Jayme. I was there early and all the band members
who had spent the week at camp together were sitting in their seats warming up for the concert. Each member was
playing away on their instruments in preparation, and let me tell you, the sound they were making was awful! Some
instruments were out of tune, others were playing one part of the music, while the musician next to them played a
totally different piece. Then the conductor stepped forward and everyone stopped. The students all turned to the
same page of music and each prepared to play as they readied themselves for the conductor to direct. What an
amazing difference; each instrument being played in unison! Instead of a head hurting sound, it became a beautiful
piece of music that moved you. Amazing how that works, when we are in unison and each doing our part. As God
(our director) guides us we can do amazing things.

In chapter 16 of Joshua, two things stood out to me that I wanted to quickly share with you today. First look at the
order. Each tribe was given an allotment of land; a place to call home. This inheritance was a gift from God; a place
of rest after years of wandering in the desert. What an amazing thing this is for us today! God has a purpose for each
of us and when we walk in that purpose He provides all we need, even rest. God sets boundaries for us; gives us
direction, hope, and purpose. The Israelites could have ignored God and settled wherever each chose, but that
would have kept them from the rest God wanted to provide. Remember in life when you get dissatisfied or
frustrated, that if we are allowing God to use us for His purpose then we can rest assured He will provide all we need!
The promised land was a place “flowing with milk and honey” (Exodus 13:5) which symbolized God’s provision.

Secondly, in verse 10 we see “however”, that the Israelites failed to follow through as God instructed, and left the
Canaanites in the land. In verse 10 we see that the Canaanites would be used for labor by the people. It seems the
people of Israel left these people so they would provide labor which, since God had declared the land should be
cleared of these people, meant God had intended the Israelites to do themselves. The people of God focused on
their own desires and what they thought was best, and ultimately created a problem that would fester and affect the
rest God had provided. In Joshua 23, the people are warned not to mix with the Canaanites, and if they do mix with
them, these people would become a snare or trap to the people of God. In Judges chapter 1, we see many of the
people in the land weren’t driven out as God ordained and these would become a snare to Israel. When we decide to
do things our way, make excuses, and ignore the things of God, they become a snare to our lives. They trap us and
can cause pain, destruction and constant trouble.



The people of God were given rest and specific instructions, much like us today. We have God’s Holy Word and He
provides us with all we need. All we have to do is walk in His ways. Remember when we do things our way it leads
to more trouble, while if we do things God’s way, He provides all we need!

Questions:

1. In what ways are you like the people of Israel?  What are the things you know God has called you to do or not
do that you are ignoring?

2. How has disobedience to God in your life caused you hardship and pain

3. What are specific things in your life today that you can begin to give to God and walk in his obedience?


