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6 Then the people of Judah came to Joshua at Gilgal. And Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite said to him, "You

know what the LORD said to Moses the man of God in Kadesh-barnea concerning you and me. 7 I was forty years old

when Moses the servant of the LORD sent me from Kadesh-barnea to spy out the land, and I brought him word again

as it was in my heart. 8 But my brothers who went up with me made the heart of the people melt; yet I wholly

followed the LORD my God. 9 And Moses swore on that day, saying, 'Surely the land on which your foot has trodden

shall be an inheritance for you and your children forever, because you have wholly followed the LORD my God. 10

And now, behold, the LORD has kept me alive, just as he said, these forty-five years since the time that the LORD

spoke this word to Moses, while Israel walked in the wilderness. And now, behold, I am this day eighty-five years old.

11 I am still as strong today as I was in the day that Moses sent me; my strength now is as my strength was then, for

war and for going and coming. 12 So now give me this hill country of which the LORD spoke on that day, for you

heard on that day how the Anakim were there, with great fortified cities. It may be that the LORD will be with me, and

I shall drive them out just as the LORD said." 13 Then Joshua blessed him, and he gave Hebron to Caleb the son of

Jephunneh for an inheritance. 14 Therefore Hebron became the inheritance of Caleb the son of Jephunneh the

Kenizzite to this day, because he wholly followed the LORD, the God of Israel. 15 Now the name of Hebron formerly

was Kiriath-arba. (Arba was the greatest man among the Anakim.) And the land had rest from war.
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Whenever I read this passage two words pop up in my head: endurance and perseverance. In England, the word
endurance has a connotation of gritting your teeth, keeping a stiff upper lip, and getting through the job at hand
somehow. However, the word perseverance makes one think of steadily going on and refusing to give up, no matter
what comes. It appears Caleb has been persevering all the way to the end. At 85 years old, he goes and talks to
Joshua, the guy in charge (the boss). Caleb recalled everything he had done in his life and began telling Joshua



something that Moses told him 45 years ago. In verse 11, Caleb tells Joshua, “I am still as strong today as I was in the
day that Moses sent me; my strength now is as my strength was then, for war and for going and coming.”

After speaking with Joshua, Caleb receives the land that Moses promised him many years ago. Caleb’s perseverance
mirrors the perseverance mentioned in Hebrews 12:1, where we are commanded to, “Throw off everything that
hinders and the sin that so easily entangles and to run with perseverance the race marked out for us.” Like that old
chorus, “Turn your eyes upon Jesus, Look full in His wonderful face, And the things of earth will grow strangely dim,
In the light of His glory and grace.”

I can see two lessons in this passage:

1. You and I can finish too, if we keep our eyes on Jesus. We must accept his loving discipline and endure hardships
without complaining or becoming embittered. It’s essential to keep going to the end. To start a race is fine, but it’s
much more important to keep going until we hit the tape.

2. When I was thinking about our perseverance in following Jesus, I paused for a moment and thought that there is
actually something much more wonderful than that. It is his perseverance in dealing with us, you and me. Keep
pushing. He hasn't given up on us. Why don't we do more of our part to bring glory and honor to his name?

Questions:

1. In what areas of your life have you been feeling weak and hopeless?

2. Have you been running your race with your eyes fixed on our Lord? Read Hebrews 12:2.

3. Do you think it's time to give up on yourself and give everything to God?


