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1 These are the inheritances that the people of Israel received in the land of Canaan, which Eleazar the priest and

Joshua the son of Nun and the heads of the fathers' houses of the tribes of the people of Israel gave them to inherit. 2

Their inheritance was by lot, just as the Lord had commanded by the hand of Moses for the nine and one-half tribes.

3 For Moses had given an inheritance to the two and one-half tribes beyond the Jordan, but to the Levites he gave no

inheritance among them. 4 For the people of Joseph were two tribes, Manasseh and Ephraim. And no portion was

given to the Levites in the land, but only cities to dwell in, with their pasturelands for their livestock and their

substance. 5 The people of Israel did as the Lord commanded Moses; they allotted the land.
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Have you ever worked for something for so long and once the achievement was made, you think to yourself, “Now
what?”  In this chapter, that is where we find the children of Israel.  They finally made it to Canaan with God’s provision;
but now the land had to be made productive.  I mean - what is the point of conquering the land and following God’s
direction to obtain it if you are not going to use what He has allowed you to receive?

Matthew Henry’s commentary says that the Canaanites were not conquered so the Israelites could continue living in
the desert.  However, that is what most of the Israelites were familiar with - living closely, together in one camp in the
desert.  They were now being asked to “disperse and replenish the new land.”  If they did not, all that work would be
for nothing.  But they did not know what to do next; but Jehovah Jireh, God our Provider, did.  He had already
prepared the division of the land as well as the capabilities of His people to make their portion productive. Is God any
respecter of persons? Is it not better that our place, as to earthly good or sorrow, should be determined by the infinite
wisdom of our heavenly Father, than by our own ignorance (Acts 10:33-34)?



God has the amazing ability to waste nothing and find usefulness in the most unlikely places.  1 Corinthians 1:27-28
says, “But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak to shame the strong;
God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are.”  God
chose this bunch of disobedient, rag-tag former slaves to be His children; to fulfill His will; to be a part of His plan.  He
wants us to be included too.  He doesn’t need us, but He wants us.  Stop living in the desert when the land of milk and
honey awaits you.

Questions:

1. Have you truly accepted the fact that God can use you no matter your circumstances?

2. Have you prayed to Him and asked for Him to make opportunities to be useful known to you?  Are you
serving within the body of Christ?

3. Are you prepared to act on those opportunities? Why or why not?


