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8 With the other half of the tribe of Manasseh the Reubenites and the Gadites received their inheritance, which

Moses gave them, beyond the Jordan eastward, as Moses the servant of the Lord gave them: 9 from Aroer, which is

on the edge of the Valley of the Arnon, and the city that is in the middle of the valley, and all the tableland of Medeba

as far as Dibon; 10 and all the cities of Sihon king of the Amorites, who reigned in Heshbon, as far as the boundary of

the Ammonites; 11 and Gilead, and the region of the Geshurites and Maacathites, and all Mount Hermon, and all

Bashan to Salecah; 12 all the kingdom of Og in Bashan, who reigned in Ashtaroth and in Edrei (he alone was left of

the remnant of the Rephaim); these Moses had struck and driven out. 13 Yet the people of Israel did not drive out the

Geshurites or the Maacathites, but Geshur and Maacath dwell in the midst of Israel to this day. 14 To the tribe of Levi

alone Moses gave no inheritance. The offerings by fire to the Lord God of Israel are their inheritance, as he said to him.

15 And Moses gave an inheritance to the tribe of the people of Reuben according to their clans. 16 So their territory

was from Aroer, which is on the edge of the Valley of the Arnon, and the city that is in the middle of the valley, and all

the tableland by Medeba; 17 with Heshbon, and all its cities that are in the tableland; Dibon, and Bamoth-baal, and

Beth-baal-meon, 18 and Jahaz, and Kedemoth, and Mephaath, 19 and Kiriathaim, and Sibmah, and Zereth-shahar on

the hill of the valley, 20 and Beth-peor, and the slopes of Pisgah, and Beth-jeshimoth, 21 that is, all the cities of the

tableland, and all the kingdom of Sihon king of the Amorites, who reigned in Heshbon, whom Moses defeated with

the leaders of Midian, Evi and Rekem and Zur and Hur and Reba, the princes of Sihon, who lived in the land. 22

Balaam also, the son of Beor, the one who practiced divination, was killed with the sword by the people of Israel

among the rest of their slain. 23 And the border of the people of Reuben was the Jordan as a boundary. This was the

inheritance of the people of Reuben, according to their clans with their cities and villages. 24 Moses gave an

inheritance also to the tribe of Gad, to the people of Gad, according to their clans. 25 Their territory was Jazer, and all

the cities of Gilead, and half the land of the Ammonites, to Aroer, which is east of Rabbah, 26 and from Heshbon to

Ramath-mizpeh and Betonim, and from Mahanaim to the territory of Debir, 27 and in the valley Beth-haram,

Beth-nimrah, Succoth, and Zaphon, the rest of the kingdom of Sihon king of Heshbon, having the Jordan as a

boundary, to the lower end of the Sea of Chinnereth, eastward beyond the Jordan. 28 This is the inheritance of the



people of Gad according to their clans, with their cities and villages. 29 And Moses gave an inheritance to the

half-tribe of Manasseh. It was allotted to the half-tribe of the people of Manasseh according to their clans. 30 Their

region extended from Mahanaim, through all Bashan, the whole kingdom of Og king of Bashan, and all the towns of

Jair, which are in Bashan, sixty cities, 31 and half Gilead, and Ashtaroth, and Edrei, the cities of the kingdom of Og in

Bashan. These were allotted to the people of Machir the son of Manasseh for the half of the people of Machir

according to their clans. 32 These are the inheritances that Moses distributed in the plains of Moab, beyond the

Jordan east of Jericho. 33 But to the tribe of Levi Moses gave no inheritance; the Lord God of Israel is their

inheritance, just as he said to them.
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Growing up, my dad made sure that everything was equal and fair between my brother, sister, and me. It was crucial
to him that none of his children felt “less than” or not cared for. This was very evident with how we did Christmas. We
each got the same number of presents for Christmas, and if I, the oldest, got a bike for Christmas when I was 9 my
brother and sister would also get a bike for Christmas when they were 9. This became so predictable that when I was
surprised with a car for Christmas my senior year of high school, my sister knew she would be getting one for
Christmas her senior year two years later. My parents shook things up by giving her a car on a random day in
November so that she could still be surprised. Could you imagine if when my brother was a senior, he didn’t get a car
for Christmas after watching both of us get one? If, instead, my dad said, “I am your Christmas present.” He would
probably be a little upset.

That’s exactly what happens in Joshua 13. God is giving each tribe their inheritance, their land to settle in and to call
their own. Twice in this passage, it mentions that the Levites received no inheritance. The second time in verse 33
stating that God is their inheritance. When you first read this, if you are anything like me, you might think, “well that
doesn’t seem fair that they don’t get any land or physical inheritance.” How insignificant that seems though when you
consider all that they gain by being God’s chosen priesthood.

The story of the Levites is a great example of God’s redemption and how he can use things for good. If you look all
the way back to Genesis 34, we see the story of how two of Jacob’s sons, Levi and Simeon, murder a whole town to



avenge the rape of their sister. Jacob did not look kindly at this. In Genesis 49:5-7, he says that they will be scattered
through Israel because of this. Fast forward to Exodus 32:25-29, we see the tribe of Levi made the choice to be on
God’s side. In this story, just like in the story of Levi, they go on to kill many people, but this time it was for the Lord. In
verse 29, Moses said that they had been set apart for the Lord that day. How cool is it that God took the curse from
Jacob in Genesis that they would be scattered throughout Israel, and because of the Levite’s faithfulness, turned it for
good? Yes, they are scattered throughout Israel, but they are scattered to be the priesthood, to serve God and his
people, and teach them to follow Him. They have God as their inheritance and have the privilege of drawing closer to
Him than any of the other tribes.

You might be thinking, that’s super cool, but how does this relate to me? We as believers are much like the Levites in
the Old Testament. We are a royal priesthood (1 Peter 2:9) and Jesus Christ is the High Priest (Hebrews 4:14). We are
set apart for God just like the Levites were, and are called to draw close to God, to share His word, His Law, and to
worship Him. God is also our inheritance (Romans 8:17; 1 Peter 1:4; Galatians 3:29). We can essentially look at the tribe
of Levi as part of our family history in Christ.

Questions:

1. Are you fulfilling your role as part of the priesthood? Do you proclaim God’s word and praise Him daily? What
are some steps that you could take to do this better?

2. Do you struggle with the desire to have physical things and perceived blessing on earth more than a desire
for God and His heart? Read all of 1 Peter 1. How does that change your perspective?

3. We have seen all throughout Exodus and now in Joshua that God can take something that looks bad and turn
it around for the good of His people who love Him if they trust Him to do it. Is there an area of your life that
you need to give over to God and trust that He is working for your good? Take some time, give it to Him.


