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1 Now Joshua was old and advanced in years, and the Lord said to him, “You are old and advanced in years, and

there remains yet very much land to possess. 2 This is the land that yet remains: all the regions of the Philistines, and

all those of the Geshurites 3 (from the Shihor, which is east of Egypt, northward to the boundary of Ekron, it is counted

as Canaanite; there are five rulers of the Philistines, those of Gaza, Ashdod, Ashkelon, Gath, and Ekron), and those of

the Avvim, 4 in the south, all the land of the Canaanites, and Mearah that belongs to the Sidonians, to Aphek, to the

boundary of the Amorites, 5 and the land of the Gebalites, and all Lebanon, toward the sunrise, from Baal-gad below

Mount Hermon to Lebo-hamath, 6 all the inhabitants of the hill country from Lebanon to Misrephoth-maim, even all

the Sidonians. I myself will drive them out from before the people of Israel. Only allot the land to Israel for an

inheritance, as I have commanded you. 7 Now therefore divide this land for an inheritance to the nine tribes and half

the tribe of Manasseh.”
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What a reminder! “You are now very old,” were the words spoken from the Lord to Joshua. It was the Lord’s gentle
way of telling Joshua he was no spring chicken anymore. Despite being advanced in years, there was still quite the
job remaining to be accomplished. God promised that he would drive out Israel’s enemies (verse 6) and allocate an
inheritance to the nation.

God is always true to His word. Abraham was promised land (Genesis) and God was fulfilling His oath many
generations later. Israel was about to become the beneficiaries of land, fruitfulness, protection, and God’s covenant
promises. As each tribe was inheriting land, it was a reminder of God’s kindness and something they couldn’t achieve
on their own. In fact, when Israel tried to accomplish things in their own strength, they were defeated.



Colossians 3:23-24 says, “Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, knowing that from the Lord
you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ.” While speaking of bondservants
serving their master, Paul reminds them of their ultimate service to the Lord, the one who gives their inheritance.

The only way to an eternal inheritance is through Jesus Christ. It is according to His great mercy, that he has caused
us to be born again to a living hope and an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading (1 Peter 1:3-4). We
also are given the Holy Spirit as the guarantee of our inheritance until we gain possession of it (Ephesians. 1:13-14). We
can be certain that “He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ”
(Philippians 1:6).

Just as Israel couldn’t do anything to earn the land, we cannot do anything to earn the inheritance of salvation. It is a
free gift from the Lord to those who trust in Him. Ephesians 2:8-9 says, “For by grace you have been saved through
faith. And this is not of your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.”

Questions:

1. The work of ministry continues until we see Jesus. Is there an area that you could work more heartily for the
Lord?

2. Do you view the Holy Spirit as a guarantee of your inheritance of salvation? Read Ephesians 1:13-14.

3. Do you trust more in the Lord, or yourself to accomplish life’s tasks?


