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16 So Joshua took all that land, the hill country and all the Negeb and all the land of Goshen and the lowland and the

Arabah and the hill country of Israel and its lowland 17 from Mount Halak, which rises toward Seir, as far as Baal-gad

in the Valley of Lebanon below Mount Hermon. And he captured all their kings and struck them and put them to

death. 18 Joshua made war a long time with all those kings. 19 There was not a city that made peace with the people

of Israel except the Hivites, the inhabitants of Gibeon. They took them all in battle. 20 For it was the Lord's doing to

harden their hearts that they should come against Israel in battle, in order that they should be devoted to destruction

and should receive no mercy but be destroyed, just as the Lord commanded Moses. 21 And Joshua came at that

time and cut off the Anakim from the hill country, from Hebron, from Debir, from Anab, and from all the hill country of

Judah, and from all the hill country of Israel. Joshua devoted them to destruction with their cities. 22 There was none

of the Anakim left in the land of the people of Israel. Only in Gaza, in Gath, and in Ashdod did some remain. 23 So

Joshua took the whole land, according to all that the Lord had spoken to Moses. And Joshua gave it for an

inheritance to Israel according to their tribal allotments. And the land had rest from war.
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Who was your favorite superhero when you were a kid? Was it Superman? Batman? Spiderman? These superheroes
all have their own unique character traits and powers. However, they all pretty much had the same job description:
they were to destroy the bad guys. In chapter 10, Joshua is described in almost a superhero fashion. In Chapter 11,
Joshua continues to decimate the surrounding kings and takes control of the Promised Land. Joshua made war a
long time with all those kings (verse 18). The Hivites were the only city who made peace with the children of Israel.
All the others they battled. It was the Lord who hardened their hearts, that they should come against Israel in battle
that they might ultimately be destroyed. The hardening of hearts takes place when God gives man up to their sin
(Romans 1:24-28).

In this passage, the reader is directed towards Joshua and what he is given credit for: taking possession of all the
land, capturing all the kings, putting them to death, and cutting off the Anakim and devoting them to destruction with



their cities. The Anakim were warriors of great renown, and their presence in the promised land was the primary
reason the previous generation of Israelites had rebelled in the wilderness (Numbers 13:22-28, 32-33). Joshua does
seem to be a superhero, doesn’t he?

The book of Joshua is written to foreshadow the life of Jesus and the plan of salvation that God was planning for all of
us. We know Joshua was not the only one who was fighting these battles. Two things in this passage stand out to me.
First, God orchestrated all of these events, and second, Joshua alone carried them out. Joshua was the superhero
only because he was obedient to the Lord. Through his obedience, God blessed Joshua and fought the battles
alongside him. God is the ultimate superhero! Why does the author choose to describe Joshua to be so much like a
superhero? Under the divine inspiration of the Holy Spirit, the writer was leading his readers to look for another
shepherd, like Joshua, who would faithfully and obediently carry out God’s divine plan. This would ultimately lead His
people to take possession of their eternal inheritance. That shepherd would be Jesus Christ (Luke 19:10)!

Questions:

1. Are there any situations in your life right now or in the past that have caused you to harden your heart from
following God? If so, there is no better time than today for you to reconcile with God and ask for His
forgiveness.

2. In what area of your life have you given only partial obedience to the Lord and not total obedience to? What
steps are you willing to take to go from partial to full obedience?

3. Do you have an eternal inheritance with Jesus to look forward to when your life on earth is complete? Share
that hope with someone else this week.


