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29 Then Joshua and all Israel with him passed on from Makkedah to Libnah and fought against Libnah. 30 And the

Lord gave it also and its king into the hand of Israel. And he struck it with the edge of the sword, and every person in

it; he left none remaining in it. And he did to its king as he had done to the king of Jericho. 31 Then Joshua and all

Israel with him passed on from Libnah to Lachish and laid siege to it and fought against it. 32 And the Lord gave

Lachish into the hand of Israel, and he captured it on the second day and struck it with the edge of the sword, and

every person in it, as he had done to Libnah. 33 Then Horam king of Gezer came up to help Lachish. And Joshua

struck him and his people, until he left none remaining. 34 Then Joshua and all Israel with him passed on from

Lachish to Eglon. And they laid siege to it and fought against it. 35 And they captured it on that day, and struck it with

the edge of the sword. And he devoted every person in it to destruction that day, as he had done to Lachish. 36 Then

Joshua and all Israel with him went up from Eglon to Hebron. And they fought against it 37 and captured it and struck

it with the edge of the sword, and its king and its towns, and every person in it. He left none remaining, as he had

done to Eglon, and devoted it to destruction and every person in it. 38 Then Joshua and all Israel with him turned

back to Debir and fought against it 39 and he captured it with its king and all its towns. And they struck them with the

edge of the sword and devoted to destruction every person in it; he left none remaining. Just as he had done to

Hebron and to Libnah and its king, so he did to Debir and to its king. 40 So Joshua struck the whole land, the hill

country and the Negeb and the lowland and the slopes, and all their kings. He left none remaining, but devoted to

destruction all that breathed, just as the Lord God of Israel commanded. 41 And Joshua struck them from

Kadesh-barnea as far as Gaza, and all the country of Goshen, as far as Gibeon. 42 And Joshua captured all these

kings and their land at one time, because the Lord God of Israel fought for Israel. 43 Then Joshua returned, and all

Israel with him, to the camp at Gilgal.
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Wow, as I read through this passage it seems like Joshua and Israel are on a roll. They are conquering land after land
and leaving no survivors. This seems pretty intense, but I would dare to say that when we live radically for the Lord, it
can seem a bit intense to a watching world.

In this series of battles we see Joshua fully trust the Lord. There is no hesitation. He goes where the Lord leads and
he goes all in with his effort. God calls us to this same level of trust when he says “Trust in the Lord with ALL your
heart, lean not on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him and He will keep your path straight”
(Proverbs 3:5-6). I can’t help but wonder, were there times Joshua questioned the call to battle after battle, slaying
enemy after enemy? I would think it would be physically, mentally and emotionally exhausting. Nevertheless, Joshua
trusted The Lord and answered the call.

The bleeding heart in me also starts to wonder… did he have to kill ALL of them? Wouldn’t a majority be enough? This
“just enough” mindset is not the life the Lord has called his followers to. Colossians 3:23 says, “Whatever you do, work
at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters.” God calls us to live life with an all out effort.
Whether it’s in battle, work, sports, parenting, or serving our spouse, He tells us to do EVERYTHING with great effort,
knowing that we serve as His representatives to a world who desperately needs His hope and light.

It would be easy to read through this passage as a monotonous list of battles, but when I dive in, I see a leader that is
fully sold out for the Lord. He goes all in with his trust, all out in his effort, all the time until the task is fully completed.
I pray that I would live in such a way that is set apart, exceeds expectations, and is marked by an intense desire to run
the race set before me in such a way that the Lord is glorified in my efforts (1 Corinthians 9:24-27, Hebrews 12:1-3).



Questions:

1. What areas of life do you find it hard to trust God fully with what he is calling you to do?

2. What areas do you feel like you could step up the intensity to put forth your best effort?

3. Do you find it easier to give your best effort when man-made rewards are involved versus knowing you are
working at it with all your heart as if for The Lord? Let us pray through that with The Lord and ask him to give
us a desire to serve Him fully in all our efforts.


