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16 These five kings fled and hid themselves in the cave at Makkedah. 17 And it was told to Joshua, “The five kings

have been found, hidden in the cave at Makkedah.” 18 And Joshua said, “Roll large stones against the mouth of the

cave and set men by it to guard them, 19 but do not stay there yourselves. Pursue your enemies; attack their rear

guard. Do not let them enter their cities, for the Lord your God has given them into your hand.” 20 When Joshua and

the sons of Israel had finished striking them with a great blow until they were wiped out, and when the remnant that

remained of them had entered into the fortified cities, 21 then all the people returned safe to Joshua in the camp at

Makkedah. Not a man moved his tongue against any of the people of Israel.

22 Then Joshua said, “Open the mouth of the cave and bring those five kings out to me from the cave.” 23 And they

did so, and brought those five kings out to him from the cave, the king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of

Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, and the king of Eglon. 24 And when they brought those kings out to Joshua, Joshua

summoned all the men of Israel and said to the chiefs of the men of war who had gone with him, “Come near; put

your feet on the necks of these kings.” Then they came near and put their feet on their necks. 25 And Joshua said to

them, “Do not be afraid or dismayed; be strong and courageous. For thus the Lord will do to all your enemies against

whom you fight.” 26 And afterward Joshua struck them and put them to death, and he hanged them on five trees.

And they hung on the trees until evening. 27 But at the time of the going down of the sun, Joshua commanded, and

they took them down from the trees and threw them into the cave where they had hidden themselves, and they set

large stones against the mouth of the cave, which remain to this very day.

28 As for Makkedah, Joshua captured it on that day and struck it, and its king, with the edge of the sword. He devoted

to destruction every person in it; he left none remaining. And he did to the king of Makkedah just as he had done to

the king of Jericho.
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If you’re like me and are a fan of movies such as Gladiator or the 300 (to which I’ll neither admit nor deny having
watched), you might be wondering when a big production studio will begin the movie project for the battles
described in Joshua? But then after the adrenaline of the movie, and as the end credits start to roll, I would start to
wonder: Did God really require or allow the death of all those people? What is He trying to teach us with the many
battles described in the book of Joshua?

As I read about how Joshua led the conquest of the Land, I think about the battles against sin we each face on a
regular basis. These chapters are not intended to justify modern day wars, but rather, serve as an example and as
instruction in our daily walk of faith (1 Corinthians 10:11). Though God was well able to have destroyed all those
nations on his own before the people of Israel got there, he chose to allow them to remain. This provided the means
for God’s people to be trained, not only in battle, but more importantly, in their dependence on the Lord.

In a similar way, when we surrendered our lives and wills to the Lord, some of us experienced a supernatural
deliverance from sins that enslaved us for so long. It happened in such a way that can only be described as a work of
God, and I’m sure others around us noticed it too. But then there were other areas in our lives that God seems to have
left “untouched”. Why didn’t God deliver us from everything at the moment of our salvation? Why do we have to
continue to struggle with sin and temptation?

I think the reason is similar to that of the nation of Israel having to battle with those pagan nations: for us to grow in
our faith and dependence on the Lord. In today’s passage, there are two elements that I think should be part of our
spiritual growth. The first, is to remind ourselves that the Lord has given us the victory over our enemy (Joshua 10:19).
It will serve us well to remind ourselves that we are not fighting this war against sin in our own strength (Colossians
2:13-15, Ephesians 6:10, John 14:16,18).

The second element is to battle closely together as an army. In this battle and the others in the book of Joshua, we
see how the people of God waged war on their enemies together. One common mistake many of us make is trying to
defeat sin on our own. Think of people such as Paul. He had others that were close such as Barnabas, Titus, Silas,
Luke, Priscilla, Aquilla, Lydia, Onesiphorus, Epapharoditus, John Mark, and more. Accountability is only one of the
reasons we should strive to be in close community with other believers within the local church we belong to.



Let us follow Joshua’s example in our daily walk, as we remind ourselves of whose power we battle with and commit
to go into battle together.

Questions:

1. Spend further time studying Ephesians 6:10-20 and John 14:15-31.

2. What area in your life do you struggle to find freedom in? Commit to the Lord to bring it into the light by
sharing it with a trusted brother or sister in Christ (James 5:16).

3. If you are not currently in a community group, signup for Grouplink at http://stonepointchurch.com/events.
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