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1 As soon as Adoni-zedek, king of Jerusalem, heard how Joshua had captured Ai and had devoted it to destruction,

doing to Ai and its king as he had done to Jericho and its king, and how the inhabitants of Gibeon had made peace

with Israel and were among them, 2 he feared greatly, because Gibeon was a great city, like one of the royal cities,

and because it was greater than Ai, and all its men were warriors. 3 So Adoni-zedek king of Jerusalem sent to Hoham

king of Hebron, to Piram king of Jarmuth, to Japhia king of Lachish, and to Debir king of Eglon, saying, 4 “Come up to

me and help me, and let us strike Gibeon. For it has made peace with Joshua and with the people of Israel.” 5 Then

the five kings of the Amorites, the king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, and

the king of Eglon, gathered their forces and went up with all their armies and encamped against Gibeon and made

war against it. 6 And the men of Gibeon sent to Joshua at the camp in Gilgal, saying, “Do not relax your hand from

your servants. Come up to us quickly and save us and help us, for all the kings of the Amorites who dwell in the hill

country are gathered against us.” 7 So Joshua went up from Gilgal, he and all the people of war with him, and all the

mighty men of valor. 8 And the Lord said to Joshua, “Do not fear them, for I have given them into your hands. Not a

man of them shall stand before you.” 9 So Joshua came upon them suddenly, having marched up all night from

Gilgal. 10 And the Lord threw them into a panic before Israel, who struck them with a great blow at Gibeon and

chased them by the way of the ascent of Beth-horon and struck them as far as Azekah and Makkedah. 11 And as they

fled before Israel, while they were going down the ascent of Beth-horon, the Lord threw down large stones from

heaven on them as far as Azekah, and they died. There were more who died because of the hailstones than the sons

of Israel killed with the sword. 12 At that time Joshua spoke to the Lord in the day when the Lord gave the Amorites

over to the sons of Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel, “Sun, stand still at Gibeon, and moon, in the Valley of

Aijalon.” 13 And the sun stood still, and the moon stopped, until the nation took vengeance on their enemies. Is this

not written in the Book of Jashar? The sun stopped in the midst of heaven and did not hurry to set for about a whole

day. 14 There has been no day like it before or since, when the Lord heeded the voice of a man, for the Lord fought

for Israel. 15 So Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, to the camp at Gilgal.
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Our natural response to conflict is fight or flight or to be anxious or angry. We are instructed, “Do not be anxious about
anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the
peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Jesus Christ” (Philippians
4:6-7). Fear will cause us to doubt and question the truth and cripple our abilities to fight God’s battles. The Spirit’s
peace soothes, strengthens, and gives us the confidence to accomplish the task He has called us to.

In Joshua 10 the Gibeonites were hard-pressed by many opposing kings and they sent word for Joshua to come to
help them. They were surrounded, outnumbered, and afraid. Joshua took action to align with God’s will and marched
all night into the battlefield. He was able to discern the Lord’s voice amongst the noise around him by having his
heart and mind in tune with the word of God. While Joshua was marching towards the enemies, the Lord
commanded him not to be afraid and reminded him of His promise; that no one would stand against him all the days
of his life (Joshua 1:5). God is a promise keeper, trustworthy in all he promises, and faithful in all he does (Psalms
145:13). By faith and willingness to obey, Joshua walked in peace trusting the Lord to conquer the enemy.

The greatest warfare most of us will encounter is in our minds. The cycle of spiraling negative thoughts pursue us
daily, holding us hostage, warping our perspective, distorting our thoughts, and producing painful emotions. We have
a choice to allow fear to consume us or walk in confidence and peace. We can be on guard; stand firm in the faith, be
courageous; and be strong (1 Corinthians 16:13). Through Christ, we have been called out of darkness into the light,
redeemed, and adopted. He has already set the captive free and we can fight from victory instead of for victory. We
are instructed to put on the full armor of God, to stand firm, to take every thought captive, and to pray continuously.
We are reminded that no weapon forged against us will prevail. We train to become steadfast in the word so that we
can align our mind, will, and emotions with God’s. We begin to identify the opposition, deny its power over us and
replace the lies with God’s truth. The Truth frees us, heals us, redeems us, and sustains us.

“For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. The weapons we fight with are not the
weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments
and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it
obedient to Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:3-5).



“Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, set his seal of ownership on us, and
put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.” (2 Corinthians 1:21-22)

“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.” (John
10:10)

“The word of the Lord holds true, and we can trust everything he does.” (Psalms 33:4).

“This is the confidence we have in approaching God: That if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. And if
we know that he hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have what we asked of him.” (1John 5:14-15)

“Set me free from my prison, that I may praise your name.” (Psalms 142:7)

Questions:

1. Look up Galatians 5:1 and Romans 12:2.  How are you fighting your battles?

2. How can you discern God’s voice? Read Jeremiah 29:13 and Romans 10:17.

3. Is the Lord calling you to take action? How have you responded to his instructions?


