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1 “Surely there is a mine for silver, and a place for gold that they refine. 2 Iron is taken out of the earth, and copper is

smelted from the ore. 3Man puts an end to darkness and searches out to the farthest limit the ore in gloom and deep

darkness. 4 He opens shafts in a valley away from where anyone lives; they are forgotten by travelers; they hang in

the air, far away from mankind; they swing to and fro. 5 As for the earth, out of it comes bread, but underneath it is

turned up as by fire. 6 Its stones are the place of sapphires, and it has dust of gold. 7 That path no bird of prey knows,

and the falcon's eye has not seen it. 8 The proud beasts have not trodden it; the lion has not passed over it. 9Man

puts his hand to the flinty rock and overturns mountains by the roots. 10 He cuts out channels in the rocks, and his

eye sees every precious thing. 11 He dams up the streams so that they do not trickle, and the thing that is hidden he

brings out to light. 12 But where shall wisdom be found? And where is the place of understanding? 13Man does not

know its worth, and it is not found in the land of the living. 14 The deep says, ‘It is not in me,’ and the sea says, ‘It is not

with me.’ 15 It cannot be bought for gold, and silver cannot be weighed as its price. 16 It cannot be valued in the gold

of Ophir, in precious onyx or sapphire. 17 Gold and glass cannot equal it, nor can it be exchanged for jewels of fine

gold. 18 No mention shall be made of coral or of crystal; the price of wisdom is above pearls. 19 The topaz of Ethiopia

cannot equal it, nor can it be valued in pure gold. 20 “From where, then, does wisdom come? And where is the place

of understanding? 21 It is hidden from the eyes of all living and concealed from the birds of the air. 22 Abaddon and

Death say, ‘We have heard a rumor of it with our ears.’ 23 God understands the way to it, and he knows its place. 24

For he looks to the ends of the earth and sees everything under the heavens. 25When he gave to the wind its weight

and apportioned the waters by measure, 26 when he made a decree for the rain and a way for the lightning of the

thunder, then he saw it and declared it; he established it, and searched it out. 28 And he said to man, ‘Behold, the fear

of the Lord, that is wisdom, and to turn away from evil is understanding.’”
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Where have we gone for wisdom? Although a great mystery for many of us, I can reflect on many times in my past
where I had to gain wisdom and understanding. For most of us, this question brings up past memories. For me, it was
those summers spent at my grandparents' house, riding the tractor or working in the barn with my grandfather, or
when my grandfather and I would sit at one of the ponds in the evening fishing. Often, it was the time spent in the
kitchen or working a puzzle with grandma, having that intimate close proximity to someone that you know loves you
unconditionally, and also has life experiences to share. It was so wonderful. There was always a comfort and peace
that overflowed from them that made you feel safe to ask questions and gain wisdom.

As a child and teenager, there was never a thought in my mind that this would ever change, or go away. Fast forward
23 years, and where do we go for wisdom now? For some of us we now run to Google, Siri, friend circles, and social
media chat rooms. For others, we may go to our Journey Groups, pastor, trusted advisors, or a mixture of all. One
thing that I have learned in all of my years of searching for wisdom and understanding is that I would tend to go to
my horizontal relationships first. I would present my problems or questions to people I trusted in my life before I
would ask God and abide in His word.

As we see in Job chapter 28, there are three sections laid out here to build a case of how humanity has failed to see
clearly from where true wisdom and understanding comes. Verses 1-11 remind us that humanity goes to great
lengths to gain wealth and power, but having these precious treasures does not mean you are wise and
understanding. Verses 12-19 show us that wisdom cannot be bought, no matter how much wealth or precious
minerals you have. You cannot put a price on wisdom, and it cannot be found on earth. Verses 20-28 tell us that only
God knows where wisdom is found, and He alone knows where it dwells.

What does it mean to fear the Lord (verse 28; Proverbs 1:7; Psalm 111:10)? “Fear” in our bible is another word for
“reverence” or “worship”, And wisdom begins when we properly acknowledge who God is and offer Him the worship
He deserves. It’s approaching God with an attitude of humility and awe, not dread and fright. It’s having a true
submission of our heart and mind before a Holy God, and not allowing anything in our life to be positioned higher
than God.



For many of us, including myself, there have been times in our lives where we have tended to seek out a response
from others before seeking the Lord in prayer and searching His Word. The Lord has convicted me through the years,
and even recently, where I can fall into either self-reliance or seeking wisdom horizontally before I seek wisdom from
Him. May the Lord use His Word to illuminate areas of our life where we can repent and turn to Jesus for our true
wisdom (Proverbs 3:5-8; 14:12; Colossians 2:1-4).

Questions:

1. Have you truly believed in what you have asked for from God? Please read James 1:5-8.

2. Please read James 3:13-18. What is the difference between earthly wisdom and godly wisdom?

3. Please read Paul's encouragement in Colossians 2:1-4. Where is the treasure of true wisdom found?


