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7 Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the

earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains. 8 You also, be patient. Establish your hearts,

for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 9 Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may not be judged;

behold, the Judge is standing at the door. 10 As an example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the prophets

who spoke in the name of the Lord. 11 Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard

of the steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful.

12 But above all, my brothers, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or by any other oath, but let your “yes” be

yes and your “no” be no, so that you may not fall under condemnation.
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In August, after the hundred thousandth hot summer day, I am waiting for that day. You know the day - not the 22nd of
September (the first day of fall), but the morning you walk outside, and you smell the air changing. It’s the scent that
brings to mind football games, sweaters, bonfires, colorful autumn leaves and Christmas.

James asks us in his text to be patient for the coming of the Lord. He imagines the farmer, sowing his crops – trusting
that the Lord of the Harvest would send the early rains to soften the ground, and the latter rains to ripen the “precious
fruit of the earth”. The farmer waits for the day - not a day on the calendar, but the expectation that the rain will come
to water the earth. “Let us know; let us press on to know the LORD; his going out is as sure as the dawn; he will come
to us as the showers, as the spring rains that water the earth” (Hosea 6:3).



Like the seed planted in the fertile soil, God has planted his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit that He will return for us.
“And it is God who establishes us with you in Christ, and has anointed us, and who has also put his seal on us and
given us his Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee” (2 Corinthians 1:21,22). It is a guarantee. He will return. The lyrics of
Chris Tomlin’s song, “Even So Come” describe our hope of his return so well: “Like a bride waiting for her groom, we’ll
be a church ready for you. Every heart longing for our King we sing even so come, Lord Jesus come.”

James admonishes us, as we wait patiently for the return of our king, to remain steadfast. He reminds us of the
prophets of old who spoke the word of the Lord to unhearing ears. We are to be like Job, who endured suffering
without explanation; like the farmer, preparing his crops for rain; like the hot summer that is one day interrupted by
the first fall day.  Then finally, we are to be like the bride, certain that her groom will come for her.

James curiously ends his admonishment with “But above all, my brothers, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth
or by any other oath, but let your “yes” be yes and your “no” be no, so that you may not fall under condemnation”
(James 5:12). James passionately appeals to his brothers to not grumble amongst each other, risking judgment. We
are not to be quick to make promises only God can back. Don’t become impatient and hasty on the hundred
thousandth summer day, because the day will come when you walk outside your front door and feel the cool breeze
of autumn on your face. Our King will return for us! “The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count
slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance” (2 Peter
3:9).

Questions:

1. Is there anything or anyone in competition with your desire to see Jesus face to face?

2. Is there anyone who pushes your buttons and causes you to grumble?

3. Do you trust God to keep His promises?


