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12 But above all, my brothers, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or by any other oath, but let your “yes” be

yes and your “no” be no, so that you may not fall under condemnation.

13 Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing praise. 14 Is anyone among you

sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the

Lord. 15 And the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed

sins, he will be forgiven. 16 Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be

healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working.17 Elijah was a man with a nature like ours,

and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. 18 Then

he prayed again, and heaven gave rain, and the earth bore its fruit.

19 My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and someone brings him back, 20 let him know that

whoever brings back a sinner from his wandering will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.
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As educators we hear the following proverb often: “It takes a village to raise a child.” This is an African proverb that
means an entire community of people must interact with children for those children to grow in a safe and healthy
environment. I think this proverb says a lot about what children need. Children need stability, loving adults to guide
them and keep them safe. However, it’s missing the key component of life - prayer.



James tells us to pray all the time! He wants us to pray earnestly, not only for Christian believers who are sick and
confess sins but also for those who have wandered from the truth. Whether we’re walking through hills or valleys, we
need to remain dependent on our God. “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances (1
Thessonlians 5:16-18). “

In verse 15, it seems as if God promises healing to the one who has prayed in faith. God is offering us something so
much greater than physical healing. He offers us spiritual healing and forgiveness of our sins. He may choose to heal
our physical bodies on earth, or He may choose to let His glory be shown through our suffering. One day, we will be
free from all sin, sickness, stress and death. Our hope should not be for an earthly healing but for a spiritual healing
for eternity.

James reminds us that as Christians we should not live life alone. We need to have friends, or accountability partners,
who we can openly confess our sins to. God has provided the church body as a way to have that grace in our lives. If
you’re not involved in a Journey Group you are missing out on having accountability partners to do life with.

God desires for us to love our neighbors, even the hard ones. As we see a person wandering from the faith, we need
to speak to them with truth and grace. We may have to step out of our comfort zone and spend meaningful time
with them. There are many ways to seek after a lost sheep. We should always pursue them in love. We are our
brother’s keeper.

Just think if we had a community of adults not only positively interacting with our children, but praying for them daily,
how different many children’s lives would be!

Questions:

1. Who are your accountability partners? How authentic is your relationship with those partners?

2. Who are you needing to pursue and speak to with truth and grace?

3. Are you praying selflessly for others?


