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1 Come now, you rich, weep and howl for the miseries that are coming upon you. 2 Your riches have rotted and your

garments are moth-eaten. 3 Your gold and silver have corroded, and their corrosion will be evidence against you and

will eat your flesh like fire. You have laid up treasure in the last days. 4 Behold, the wages of the laborers who mowed

your fields, which you kept back by fraud, are crying out against you, and the cries of the harvesters have reached the

ears of the Lord of hosts. 5 You have lived on the earth in luxury and in self-indulgence. You have fattened your hearts

in a day of slaughter. 6 You have condemned and murdered the righteous person. He does not resist you.
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Several years ago, the world was outraged by the case against Bernie Madoff, a former stockbroker and investment
adviser responsible for the most significant, longest, and most widespread scam in history (also known as a "Ponzi
scheme"). Madoff's fraud amounted to billions of dollars. At his sentencing hearing, the judge in the case condemned
Madoff's crimes as "extraordinarily evil" and imposed a sentence ten times longer than what defense attorneys had
requested: 150 years. In addition to the victims who testified against Madoff, his lavish and self-indulgent lifestyle also
testified against him: tens of millions of dollars spent on the acquisition of personal property; 45 million dollars in
bonuses; 17 million dollars in cash; 8.8 million dollars for yachts; 2.6 million worth of jewelry, and much more. It was an
outrageous treasure obtained through an unthinkable fraud, and Madoff heaped all the riches on himself.

In chapter 5 verse 1, James does not waste time making his point of view clear. "Come now, you rich, weep and howl
for the miseries that are coming upon you!" Reading this passage, I get to see a courtroom in my head with the Lord
sitting on his throne, listening to the testimony of the victims, and carefully reviewing the irrefutable evidence (verse
4). The defendants were wealthy landowners who exploited the poor by withholding wages and, like Madoff, using



the money to live in luxury and self-indulgence. James is not condemning everyone who was rich; After all, James
was a devout Jew who knew that God had financially blessed many believers, most notably Abraham, Job, David,
Philemon, Joseph of Arimathea, and Lydia. Instead, James was condemning how the rich accumulated their wealth
and how they used it. James compared the rich to the animals being fattened for the slaughterhouse. James is not
condemning wealth here; he is rebuking self-sufficiency and self-indulgence.

“If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of
God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth” (Colossians 3:1-2).

Questions:

1. Are you a good steward of the goods that God gives you?

2. Are you still looking for the things of this world, or are you seeking the things that are above? Read Matthew
6:19-21.


