
BIBLE TEXT | JAMES 4:13-17
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

13 Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town and spend a year there and

trade and make a profit”— 14 yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that

appears for a little time and then vanishes. 15 Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or

that.” 16 As it is, you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil. 17 So whoever knows the right thing to do and

fails to do it, for him it is sin.
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A few years ago, I was blessed to experience the Ark Encounter in Kentucky. One of the things I loved most about
the encounter was the depiction of the continued fall of man and redemption of God. Man continued to think they
could do things their own way, apart from God, and it never worked. Their futile thinking (Ephesians 4:17) always led
to their fall, revealing their great need for a savior. This is still true today and evident in our own lives. God’s continued
faithfulness despite man’s wayward tendencies is astonishing. As I study this passage, I am reminded that I am not
alone in my struggle with pride and self-reliance.

When I first attended re:generation, I was adamant that I was not a prideful person. My belief on the subject quickly
changed as I realized that pride can be manifested in thinking I know how to manage my life better than God. I could
argue that, of course, I know God’s plans for me are better. Who in the world would be arrogant enough to say, “I
know better than God?” This is where I regretfully must raise my hand. Though those words never came out through
speech, my actions have certainly revealed such foolishness. Looking back on my life through the inventory process,
patterns revealed that, in not finding my identity in Christ and trusting him, I attempted to manage my life in my own
power. I also attempted to manage or fix the lives of others, which is called codependency and is idolatry. Written out
on the paper before me, I viewed the awful mess that existed from my attempts to control life on my own. I had



continually done what was right in my own eyes, pushing ahead to my own agenda. I failed to live out verse 15,
seeking God for revelation of his will in my life. These actions revealed a lack of faith in God’s abilities (James 2:22). I
had believed in my own abilities over God’s.

God is so good to give us great examples of true faith in action. One example is seen in Abraham’s belief and
obedience as he acted as God instructed by taking Isaac to the altar as a sacrifice. He fully trusted that God’s plan
was best (Genesis 22). Of course, Jesus is the ultimate example of full dependence on God, believing and trusting
that his plan was best (Luke 22:42). Neither attempted to determine what would bring God glory or be best for
themselves, but simply believed and obeyed God.

Prideful thinking and relying on self are surefire ways to reap destruction. James 4:2 tells us we do not have because
we do not ask. When we fail to seek God for our needs, surrendering and asking him for his direction, we try to make
our own way and break fellowship with God. Although I still struggle with pride and self-reliance, God has given me
some wonderful tools to check my heart and motives. He continues to point me back to my great need for Jesus and
reliance on Him.  To Him be all the glory!

Questions:

1. In what ways are you attempting to manage your own life, apart from God?

2. What evidence do you see in your life that reveals you are placing your trust in something other than God?

3. What would it look like to live your life for God, one day at a time? I pray this article will help you in beginning
to surrender daily to God: https://www.gotquestions.org/live-life-for-God.html.
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