
BIBLE TEXT | JAMES 4:1-12
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1 What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your passions are at war within you?

2 You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not have,

because you do not ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions. 4 You

adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to

be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. 5 Or do you suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture

says, “He yearns jealously over the spirit that he has made to dwell in us”? 6 But he gives more grace. Therefore it

says, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil,

and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and

purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned to

mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you. 11 Do not speak evil

against one another, brothers. The one who speaks against a brother or judges his brother, speaks evil against the law

and judges the law. But if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge. 12 There is only one lawgiver

and judge, he who is able to save and to destroy. But who are you to judge your neighbor?
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As I read through the passage, I’m reminded of a video challenge that circulated social media a while back. The gist
of it is mom or dad would set up a camera and then put a bowl of M&Ms in front of their child and tell them, “I’ll be
right back, but do not eat any candy until I come back.” You could often see the turmoil on the little ones’ faces. Some
would wrestle with their choice, trying to decide if they wanted to do as they were instructed or give in to the
temptation right in front of them. Others straight up went in for the kill, almost like “well, if you didn’t want me to eat,
you shouldn’t have put it right in front of me.” The last group emulates exactly what our scripture tells us to do – they
get up from the table and remove themselves from the situation entirely. They flee.



Our passage is a tough one because for many it’s going to hit home. The church is giving into selfish desire and
chasing after worldly things to try to satisfy the flesh. The church is experiencing conflict because of selfish desires
and comparison with one another regarding worldly possessions. James draws a hard line for them in verse 4 saying
“You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is hostility toward God? Therefore, whoever wishes
to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.” Ouch. He makes it very clear that it is impossible to be a
lukewarm Christian. It is an “either/or” – you either love God or love the world.

In verses 7-10 he tells us exactly how to choose God. He tells us to resist the devil, turn away from sin, draw near to
God, submit to God, mourn the sin that so easily entangles, and humble yourself before God. We must remove
ourselves from the situation entirely and run to the Father. I don’t know about you, but I often cannot do this on my
own. I must pray that God would reveal the sin and selfish desires of my heart, and then I must ask those close to me
to hold me accountable. I must give them permission to ask the tough questions on a daily basis because I know that
I only experience true joy and freedom in the Father. The world’s promises are empty, but His are steady and true.

Questions:

1. What worldly treasure most often tempts you or pulls you away from fellowship with the Father?

2. What is it about that particular thing or sin that continues to draw you in?

3. Share this with your community group and come up with a plan of action to help you resist temptation and
find satisfaction, peace and joy in The Lord.


