
BIBLE TEXT | JAMES 3:13-18
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

13 Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct let him show his works in the meekness of

wisdom. 14 But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast and be false to the truth.

15 This is not the wisdom that comes down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 16 For where jealousy

and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder and every vile practice. 17 But the wisdom from above is first pure,

then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere. 18 And a harvest of

righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.
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When Brandon and I first married, I had absolutely no clue about sports. I really enjoyed the idea of attending games,
but rarely did I truly watch what was happening. Between kids’ sports and asking questions, I am beginning to
understand and might even join some conversations. For example, this year we have enjoyed college basketball
leading up to the March Madness Tourney. I found myself with a knowledge of the difference between F1 or F2 fouls,
goaltending, and even noticed when other minor fouls weren’t called. I won’t be hired to referee any time soon, but
now I can watch and understand more of the game.

“Who is wise and understanding among you?” James begins by posing this question to the Jewish teachers to
compare those who seek wisdom by the Lord’s standard or earthly standards. The world defines wisdom in many
ways, including being ambitious or following after what your heart desires. It can be seen as a “go get ‘em tiger”
mentality. However, James instructs us that earthly wisdom starts with bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in the
heart. At first glance, these traits might seem like flagrant fouls that are noticeable to everyone, but jealousy starts as
a quiet, slow fade. When jealousy takes root, we begin to have selfish ambitions. Vine’s Expository Dictionary defines



it as someone who “seeks to win followers.” Philippians 2:3 teaches the opposite: “Do nothing from selfish ambition or
conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves.” It encourages the wise to consider others over
themselves. Also, 1 Corinthians 13 gives a definition of love mentioning how it does not envy, boast and isn’t
self-seeking, which pretty much sums up self-ambition.

So, how do we gain Godly wisdom? First, just ask! James 1:5 tells us, “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who
gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him.” Next, read God’s Word. “The unfolding of your
words gives light; it imparts understanding to the simple (Psalm 119:130).” Those who seek wisdom from above are
compared to a bridled horse that is in tune with the master. Those who are wise and understanding show it by their
behavior, not by their intellect. Godly wisdom seeks to be pure in motivation, filled with peace, thoughtful of others,
and it bears fruit. Each one of these describes God himself, who desires to impart his wisdom!

Just as I had to work at an understanding of sports, we are called to work in a manner worthy of the calling of Christ.
We can ask for insight into God’s wisdom and seek to know Him by his Word. It’s time we get in the game!

Questions:

1. Read Proverbs 2:3-6. What does this scripture instruct you to do in order to gain knowledge and
understanding?

2. Are there areas in your life that you would consider self-ambitious? Confess this with someone in your
Journey Group and come up with a few next steps to lead you to Godly wisdom.

3. How often do you ask the Lord for wisdom?


