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14 What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can that faith save him? 15 If a

brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed

and filled,” without giving them the things needed for the body, what good is that? 17 So also faith by itself, if it does

not have works, is dead. 18 But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me your faith apart from

your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. 19 You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons

believe—and shudder! 20 Do you want to be shown, you foolish person, that faith apart from works is useless? 21

Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac on the altar? 22 You see that faith

was active along with his works, and faith was completed by his works; 23 and the Scripture was fulfilled that says,

“Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness”—and he was called a friend of God. 24 You see

that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone. 25 And in the same way was not also Rahab the prostitute

justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out by another way? 26 For as the body apart

from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is dead.
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James started this chapter by reminding the early church not to show partiality or distinction between the poor man
and the rich man as this was sinful (verse 9). The Apostle Paul also echoed this same notion in Philippians 2:3 when
he said, “Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit but in humility count others more significant than yourselves.”
Do we do this? I confess I struggle with this a great deal. As James continues his address to believers beginning in
verse 14, he differentiates between a faith that produces works and one that doesn’t. This appears to contradict Paul



in Romans 3:28 when he says, “For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law.” Do we really
have true faith if we don’t have works? Shouldn’t our absolute devotion and obedience to the Lord drive us to serve
one another just as Christ came to serve and die for us (Matthew 20:28)?

We have ample opportunities to serve our church body, our community, and internationally through missions, etc. I
truly believe serving, our “works”, starts in the home. It is hard to comprehend that it has already been a year since
my dad passed away. I was blessed to be able to care for him before he passed. I miss him so much, but as I reflect I
know that if I had to do it all over again, I wouldn’t change a thing. Our lives were disrupted because my father
needed my faith to be evidenced in my love for him; to serve him in his time of need at the end of his life. It wasn’t
easy. My faith, marriage, and family were strained, challenged, and strengthened. I learned to appreciate my father in
ways I never thought I would. My children learned the importance of family, respecting their elders, and helping
those that cannot help themselves. My family, in turn, was blessed by the faith and works of my journey group,
church members, and staff. They brought us meals, sat with him so we could have a break, and prayed with me as I
grieved. James says, “For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is dead “(verse 26). I
am thankful and grateful to the faithful followers in my life that live out their faith in love and service to others just as
Christ demonstrated for us (Romans 5:8).

Questions:

1. If you are honest, do you serve others or do you find yourself often being served?

2. If you don’t currently serve in the body of Christ, what is holding you back?

3. Are you holding a grudge against a loved one that keeps you from serving them in some way? Confess this
to a Journey Group member or a brother or sister in Christ. Offer or ask for forgiveness before it is too late.
Read Colossians 3:12-17.


