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1 My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory. 2 For if a man

wearing a gold ring and fine clothing comes into your assembly, and a poor man in shabby clothing also comes in, 3

and if you pay attention to the one who wears the fine clothing and say, “You sit here in a good place,” while you say

to the poor man, “You stand over there,” or, “Sit down at my feet,” 4 have you not then made distinctions among

yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts? 5 Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God chosen those who are

poor in the world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom, which he has promised to those who love him? 6 But

you have dishonored the poor man. Are not the rich the ones who oppress you, and the ones who drag you into

court? 7 Are they not the ones who blaspheme the honorable name by which you were called? 8 If you really fulfill

the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well.9 But if you

show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. 10 For whoever keeps the

whole law but fails in one point has become guilty of all of it. 11 For he who said, “Do not commit adultery,” also said,

“Do not murder.” If you do not commit adultery but do murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. 12 So

speak and so act as those who are to be judged under the law of liberty. 13 For judgment is without mercy to one

who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment.
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It has been said that “the true measure of a man is how he treats someone who can do him absolutely no good.” (J.
Vernon Magee) The first thirteen verses of this chapter talk about how we are to treat people in the different parts of
society, and ultimately are reminded that we all stand on level ground before the cross of Jesus.

The practice of favoritism or partiality involved giving benefits to people who had outward advantages such as
money, power, good looks, or social prominence. James described this act of favoring these people by showing



preference for them over the poor. The Mosaic Law had forbidden giving respect to persons of prominence
(Deuteronomy 1:17). James is giving his readers a sharp directive, “Stop it!” Partiality is contrary to God’s plan and
threatening to the best interests of Christians. This attitude of favoritism, prejudice, or partiality is not just a thing of
the past.  It is as prevalent today as it was when James shared his concerns.

The world might look on poverty-stricken people as insignificant and worthless. God sees them as abounding in the
riches of faith. Their faith allows them to experience God’s wealth - salvation, and the blessings that follow. This does
not mean that all the poor become Christians, and it does not mean God is biased to those who are not poor. The
poor God blesses are those whose poverty is primarily to be “poor in spirit” (Matthew 5:3). Often those who are
economically poor are able to understand God’s purposes better than those who have a lot of wealth.

James designated the royal law as to love your neighbor as yourself. Jesus defined a neighbor as anyone in need.
Christ set forth the law in Matthew 22:39 as the second greatest commandment. Some of the people felt they had
obeyed this law, and when true, James commended them. The command to love our neighbor as ourselves is
impossible without the power of Christ. Whoever follows this life of service will be rewarded at the final judgment
(Matthew 25:21).

In verse 10 we are told if we practice partiality we are lawbreakers. We cannot comply with one commandment and
break another and not be a sinner. I see God’s law resembling a pane of glass in which a break at one point means
the entire pane is broken. It is not like ten bowling pins which we knock down one at a time. We should apply this
verse to other areas of our life when we are tempted to praise ourselves for doing good in one area, but neglecting to
consider the area(s) we greviously disobey God. Do you find yourself showing favoritism or partiality? Would you
rather someone who comes to church all dressed up in their best clothes sit by you or a homeless person who hasn’t
had a bath in who knows when?  That is partiality.  Stop it!

Questions:

1. If you are honest, what areas of your life do you need to repent of for the sin of favoritism?

2. How does showing prejudice or favoritism endanger our witness before a non-believing culture?

3. God is not honored by our worth in society. Why or why not? What would your life look like if you followed
this basic, simple, and true thought that we are to treat others as Christ has treated us?


