
BIBLE TEXT | JAMES 1:1-8
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve tribes in the Dispersion: Greetings.

2 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 3 for you know that the testing of your faith

produces steadfastness. 4 And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in

nothing.

5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him. 6

But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by

the wind. 7 For that person must not suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; 8 he is a double-minded

man, unstable in all his ways.

DEVOTIONAL FOR JAMES 1:1-8
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

AUTHOR: JOSE AMAVIZCA

Do you want to know how to live your faith? Then James will make it clear without beating around the bush. The book
of James is perhaps the most practical book in the New Testament. As you read it, you can see echoes of the book of
Proverbs in the Old Testament and from Jesus’ famous Sermon on the Mount. One author says there are 61
imperatives found in this short book.

In Verse 2, we find the first imperative: “Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds.” I’m not sure
if this is the way you respond to life when things don’t go your way, or when something unforeseen wrecks the plans
you had. I can assure you, I fail at this more than I would care to acknowledge. Paul wrote something similar in



Romans 8:28: “And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called
according to his purpose.”

A couple of things become clear in what we read from James and Paul. First, we see that we will face various kinds of
trials (see also John 16:33). Second, God intends to produce growth in your life. I think this is key as we face the
unexpected challenges life brings. Our Father isn’t merely “testing” us because he has doubts about us and is secretly
hoping we fail. God’s intention for allowing trials in our lives is that our faith grows, that we may be perfect and
complete.

In Verses 5-8, James gives us a great example in an area we can all grow: wisdom. But what is wisdom? Wisdom has
to do with applying knowledge previously gained to a particular situation, especially when there’s no one-to-one
instruction in the Bible. In our walk with the Lord, we will be faced with plenty of situations when we will realize we
lack wisdom from God. Be encouraged to know that God already desires that you ask him for wisdom; not only that,
but he gives it generously and without reproach.

As we put together both instructions given by James in today’s reading, count it all joy and ask God [for wisdom], we
can see they are talking about the same thing. God uses both that our faith may grow in steadfastness and that our
Christian walk may be one of faithfulness and unwavering commitment to the Lord.

Questions:

1. When was the last time you asked God to give you wisdom to apply his word in your life? What steps can you
take to rely more on him?

2. What does your trust in God look like in hard times?

3. Are you finding it difficult to apply what you learn in God’s word to day-to-day life? Ask your Journey Group or
reach out to pastoraloffice@stonepointchurch.com.
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