
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  HOSEA 8:4-6 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4 They made kings, but not through me. They set up princes, but I knew it not. With their silver and gold they made 

idols for their own destruction. 5 I have spurned your calf, O Samaria. My anger burns against them. How long will 

they be incapable of innocence? 6 For it is from Israel; a craftsman made it; it is not God. The calf of Samaria shall be 

broken to pieces. 
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Have you ever made a decision without seeking wise counsel? If you're like me, I am sure you have. I have learned 
that decisions without seeking or regarding wise counsel is foolish (Proverbs 15:22) and will cost us greatly.  
 
Israel found themselves in a predicament. Not for lack of many counselors, but in a scarcity of listening to wise 
counsel. Their troubles began during the reign of King Jeroboam. The Kingdom had split in two and Jeroboam 
sought counsel from the old men of Israel as to how he should lead the North, yet he forsook their words, 
abandoned their wise counsel and took heed to the younger, foolish friends that he grew up with (1 Kings 12:1-15). 
 
Jerboam’s lack of wisdom led him to be a harsh, demanding, and self-reliant King. He was chained to fear and 
paranoia throughout his reign. In order to keep people from returning to the Southern Kingdom and the capital city of 
Jerusalem, Jeroboam made many unwise decisions that would lead to the nation's moral and spiritual failures. He 
established a new capital city, appointed new leaders, a new military, a new priesthood, a new sacrificial system, 
new altars in Bethel and Dan, and man-made golden calves that Jeroboam declared to the nation to “Behold, your 
gods” (Hosea 8:4-6; 1 Kings 12:25-33). All of Jeroboam’s decisions spurned God’s law and the wise counsel of men.  
 
The lack of leadership in Israel produced rebellion, idolatry, and immorality that led to the nation’s demise. Proverbs 
29:18 says, “Where there is no prophetic vision the people cast off restraint, but blessed is he who keeps the law.”   

 



 
 
The nation of Israel cast off restraint and lacked self-control. Israel would not heed the words of God’s covenant 
promises (Deuteronomy 28) or His prophets. They laughed and jeered in the face of God’s impending judgment and 
they reaped a whirlwind of destruction because of God’s anger.  Although they knew about God, their foolish hearts 
were darkened. They claimed to be wise, yet they became fools. They exchanged the truth of God for a lie and they 
worship created things rather than the creator (Romans 1:22-25). 
 
As I write this devotional, I can’t help but think about the man-made idols we worship. Though we wouldn’t always 
recognize them or admit it, there are many things in our life that God intended for us to enjoy that, when misordered, 
can be destructive. Though you and I are not likely to bow down to golden calves, I do believe there are many things 
that create a chasm between us and a deep and abiding relationship with the Lord. Perhaps today we should ponder 
on those things, acknowledge ways we have swerved in our faith, confess those to God and others, and change 
direction through genuine repentance. God’s Word will make your path straight; let us seek Him today (Proverbs 
3:5-6; Psalm 119:105). 

 
Questions: 

 
1. What things do you continually think about? Where do you spend a majority of your money, time, and 

resources? Are these things sinful?  
 

2. Who do you seek counsel from? Is it wise Christian friends who instruct you through the counsel of God’s 
Word or is it foolish friends that continually give worldly advice? (If you lack Godly counsel, reach out to us at 
pastoraloffice@stonepointchurch.com so we can connect you with a Journey Group very soon!) 
 
 

3. Read Romans 1:18-32 and highlight or underline things that stand out to you. In what ways have you 
exchanged the truth of God for a lie? In what ways are you worshipping created things rather than our 
Creator? 
 
 

4. Who should you confess your struggles to today? What is your plan towards genuine repentance? 

 


