
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  HOSEA 9:7-9 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7 The days of punishment have come; the days of recompense have come; Israel shall know it. The prophet is a 

fool; the man of the spirit is mad, because of your great iniquity and great hatred. 8 The prophet is the watchman 

of Ephraim with my God; yet a fowler's snare is on all his ways, and hatred in the house of his God. 9 They have 

deeply corrupted themselves as in the days of Gibeah: he will remember their iniquity; he will punish their sins. 

 

DEVOTIONAL FOR HOSEA 9:7-9 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 AUTHOR: BRITTANY EVERETT  
 
What causes you to rejoice? Is it the things of God, or are you like the nations, rejoicing in the wrong things rather 
than of God? This makes me think of 1 Chronicles 16:31: “Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; let them say 
among the nations, “The Lord reigns!”” 
 
Israel does not model spiritual rejoicing, rather they rejoice in the creation, not the Creator. Reading through verses 
7-9. We see that the days of God’s punishment have come. God’s Word was so strange to them (Hosea 8:12) that 
they tried to discount the prophet, Hosea, by calling him foolish and crazy. It was based upon the wisdom and 
insights of man and on their experiences rather than the truth of God’s revelation. There was hatred among the 
people of Israel towards the prophets of God. They had gone down deep into corruption and destruction.  
 
Our thoughts and actions cannot be based on how we feel. There is a connection between feelings and the flesh. 
Our thoughts, joy and actions have to be rooted in the truth of God. When we turn away from God, we can see two 
things happen: the judgement from God and the activity of the enemy in our life. Proverbs 29:11 states “Fools give full 
vent to their rage, but the wise bring calm in the end.”  Israel loves the short term, temporary outcome of sin. At the 
moment it looks good and tastes good but what they don't see is how corrupt it is and how it begins to decay. The 
rottenness of sin begins to impact and affect their lives.  
 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Chronicles%2016%3A31&version=NIV


 
Isn’t this true still today? When we try and rely on ourselves to bring about healing and direction, we too fall into a 
hole. If we are not careful we fall so deep that we become ensnared and swayed by the enemy. That's why abiding 
with Christ is so crucial for believers. When we continue to feed ourselves with His word, then we are not easily 
tempted or swayed because he gives us His strength to endure hard circumstances and trials that we will face in this 
life.  
 
No matter how far you have drifted, it is never too late for God to bring about renewal and restoration in your life. 
From the beginning of Hosea all the way through chapter 9, all God has wanted for His people is for them to turn 
away from their patterns of sin and turn to Him. It takes us to make the move. God remembers what once was Israel’s 
spiritual condition, and what they can be in the future. May we be God’s people, and rejoice in things of Him and not 
of the world!  
 
   Questions: 
 

1. Do you want such renewal? 
 

2. Are you really burdened and grieved over your spiritual condition?  
 

3. Do you understand your desperate need of God’s mercy?  
 

 


