
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  HOSEA 6:1-11 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1“Come, let us return to the Lord; for he has torn us, that he may heal us; he has struck us down, and he will bind 

us up. 2 After two days he will revive us; on the third day he will raise us up, that we may live before him. 3  Let us 

know; let us press on to know the Lord; his going out is sure as the dawn; he will come to us as the showers, as the 

spring rains that water the earth.” 4 What shall I do with you, O Ephraim? What shall I do with you, O Judah? Your 

love is like a morning cloud,like the dew that goes early away. 5 Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets; I 

have slain them by the words of my mouth, and my judgment goes forth as the light. 6 For I desire steadfast 

love[a] and not sacrifice, the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings. 7 But like Adam they transgressed the 

covenant; there they dealt faithlessly with me. 8 Gilead is a city of evildoers, tracked with blood. 9 As robbers lie in 

wait for a man, so the priests band together; they murder on the way to Shechem;  they commit villainy. 10 In the 

house of Israel I have seen a horrible thing;  Ephraim's whoredom is there; Israel is defiled. 11  For you also, O 

Judah, a harvest is appointed. When I restore the fortunes of my people, 

 

DEVOTIONAL FOR HOSEA 6:1-11 
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 AUTHOR: BRITTANY EVERETT  
 
Repentance is fundamental to Christianity. Our world today has a faulty understanding of what repentance truly is.   
I was listening to a commentary and the pastor said “ Half hearted Christians are the most miserable people of all. 
They know enough to feel guilty, but they haven’t gone far enough with Christ to be happy.” I prefer the word joyful 
there instead of happy. As I processed through that quote after reading Hosea Chapter 6, I realized that this 
approach is spiritual adultery. Not only are we talking of Hosea and Gomer, we are talking about His faithfulness 
throughout our unfaithfulness.  
 
Verses 1-3 shows God’s people coming to Him. But then in verse 4 God does not see this as a moment of true 
repentance. He knew His people would come back for just a minute and then run away again. He doesn't see true 
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repentance acted out. Repentance is rooted in grace, humbling ourselves before God, and coming to Him for 
forgiveness and healing. It means turning away from our sin and to God.  
 
Penance, on the other hand, is rooted in works; it’s our attempt to make ourselves acceptable to God. Penance 
implies that Jesus’ sacrifice and God’s grace are unnecessary and is an insult to God.  We have, in a sense, become 
just like Gomer. We are using God and religion as a tool to resolve guilt and shame in seeking relief, not seeking God. 
In chapter 6, we see His people wanting a quick fix or relief with no mention of their sin, guilt or iniquity, That is 
penance, not repentance. They have not yet died to themselves. They continue to talk to each other about God and 
what they should do, but do we ever see them truly go directly to God with anything? No. In Psalm 51, David teaches 
us to pray and truly shows us how repentance is modeled as a believer and follower of Christ.  
 
I can say in my flesh if I am not careful, I can easily be like Israel, and try to be a substitute for Jesus and get in the 
way of a person’s repentance. I try and fix and give relief to that person immediately when all that I’m doing is 
stopping them from going to Christ. Repentance digs up weeds but penance just mows them down. God wants our 
love and steadfastness for Him and not just us seeking him out of selfish ambition and a quick fix. It is a picture of us 
truly having a heart for the Lord.  
 
 
   Questions: 
 

1. Read 2 Corinthians 7:8-11.  What is the difference between godly and worldly repentance? 
 

2. How do you deal with your sin? What do you encourage others to do? 
 

3. What do you use as a substitute for Christ? When walking with others, do you tend towards trying to be the 
savior or pointing them TO the Savior? 
 

 


