
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  HOSEA 8:1-3 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1 Set the trumpet to your lips! One like a vulture is over the house of the Lord, because they have transgressed my 

covenant and rebelled against my law . 2 To me they cry, “My God, we- Israel- know you.” 3  Israel has spurned the 

good; the enemy shall pursue him. 

 
 

DEVOTIONAL FOR HOSEA 8:1-3 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 AUTHOR: KELLEY BACHTEL 
 
Many years ago we moved to the country.  It was quaint, quiet and the kids could enjoy the outdoors anytime they 
wanted.  As a kid that grew up in a neighborhood, I questioned if I would like country life and come to find out I love 
it.  However, there is one thing that always takes me by surprise - gunshots.  There is a high alert that makes me 
wonder where it came from, and if it’s just target practice.   
 
The trumpet, or the shofar makes another sound of high alert to grab the attention of the Israelites.  In times past, the 
trumpet would sound in order for them to assemble the troops and be remembered before the Lord and He would 
save them from their enemies (Numbers 10).  However, the troops assembled in Hosea 5 and 8 were the Assyrians to 
carry out God’s judgement on Israel because “they have transgressed my covenant and rebelled against my law” 
(verse 1).   
 
Ezekiel 33:1-11 gives us a picture of Israel’s watchmen.  If a watchman sounds the trumpet to warn the people war is 
coming upon the land, and the people do not listen, then the blood is upon themselves.  However, if the watchman 
gives no warning, then he is responsible for their loss.  He must act on what he sees!  Likewise, if they have a word 
from the Lord he must deliver it to the people.  We know Hosea is the watchman, sounding the trumpet, and the 
Lord is sending His warning and a call to return to Him. What a gracious act of love that will not let go! 
 
Unfortunately, Israel is so caught up in sin they don’t heed the warning.  In fact, they call “My God” claiming to know 
Him, but as we’ve read all throughout Hosea there is no knowledge of God in the land.  They even go so far as to call 
themselves “we - Israel” (verse 2), almost trying to remind God of His covenant that they’ve infringed upon.  Israel 

 



 
rejects God’s goodness and provision by rebelling against His law.  The trumpet has sounded and judgement is 
coming to Israel, and Assyria will be the enemy that pursues her. We can be reminded of the passage in John 7:21-23 
that not everyone who says “Lord, Lord” will enter the kingdom of heaven.  Jesus declares that He never knew them 
and calls them workers of lawlessness.   
 
God desires a steadfast love and knowledge of Him (Hosea 6:6).  We can see His constant love toward Israel and 
know that He is good.  He wants to be known and to restore us.  What is our response? “Give thanks to the Lord, for he 
is good, for his steadfast love endures forever.” Psalm 136:1  
 

Questions: 

1. Israel sought refuge in Assyria and not the Lord.  Are there areas in your life where you seek the aid of others 
rather than the Lord? 

 
2. Are you called to be a watchman?  What should your response be if you notice an enemy? Read Acts 

20:26-31. 
 

3. Steadfast means unwavering or loyal.  Would you describe your love toward the Lord steadfast?  Pray and 
confess to the One whose love is always steadfast.   

 


