
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  HOSEA 14: 4-7 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4 I will heal their apostasy; I will love them freely, for my anger has turned from them . 5 I will be like the dew to 

Israel; he shall blossom like the lily; he shall take root like the trees of Lebanon; his shoots shall spread out; 6  his 

beauty shall be like the olive, and his fragrance like Lebanon. 7 They shall return and dwell beneath my shadow; they 

shall flourish like the grain; they shall blossom like the vine; their fame shall be like the wine of Lebanon. 

 

 

DEVOTIONAL FOR HOSEA 14: 4-7 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 AUTHOR: KELLEY BACHTEL 
 
Several weeks ago, on a junkin’ trip I came across a sale that had very little I was willing to purchase, except for a 
small crock.  After some small talk with the owners, and a quick glance into the backyard, our conversation centered 
around a lovely Vitex tree that had caught my attention.  A few questions later, we were digging through rock hard 
soil for a sapling the size of my palm.  We transported it home in the little crock I had just purchased.  To my 
amazement, the little sapling has grown into a four foot tree and has withstood the Texas heat, despite the August 
drought and my inability to remember that it needs water.   
 
As we look into Hosea 14:4-7 we see many reminders of God’s grace. God can cause dew from the ground to bring 
about life to something that was once dry and withered.  The Lord appeals to Israel once again, offering to heal them 
of their apostasy and backsliding. The Lord speaks of how he will freely love them without the prospect of pending 
judgment. He promises to restore Israel like the beauty of a lily, give strength like the Lebanon cedar, and blessings 
like the olive tree.  God in his steadfastness, offers Israel to return and be reconciled to their God.  He offers to 
re-establish Israel to the abundant nation that is a blessing to all.   
 
When I reflect on my Vitex, I am reminded that it needed water to survive;  just as Israel needed God to survive! We 
too often need to be reminded to trust Christ Jesus as our source of hope, joy, peace, power, and provision. He is our 
ever present help in times of trouble and we should search for Him like a deer pants for water (Psalm 42:1).   

 



 
 
Colossians 2:6-7 says “Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, rooted and built up in him 
and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.”  May we all seek the Lord and be 
rooted in Him and establish a firm foundation.  May we trust in His faithful promises and be reminded of these words, 
“For no matter how many promises God has made, they are “Yes” in Christ. And so through him the “Amen” is spoken 
by us to the glory of God” (2 Corinthians 1:20). Praise God, that He is the same yesterday, today and forever. (Hebrews 
13:8)  He still keeps His Word and He continues to offer mercy, compassion, healing from sin, and a freely bestowed 
love for those who return to Him! 
 
 

1. Would you say that there are areas in your life where you are backsliding from God? “God is too great a 
physician to allow any patient to leave His office without being healed.” David Guzik 

 
2. Are you being rooted and built up in Christ (through His Word daily, His people and His Spirit)? Do you view 

Him as your source of a firm foundation? 
 

3. Read Micah 7:18-19.  What brings delight to the Lord? What is His response to our steadfast love? 

 


