
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  HOSEA 9:10-14 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10 Like grapes in the wilderness, I found Israel. Like the first fruit on the fig tree in its first season, I saw your fathers. 

But they came to Baal-peor and consecrated themselves to the thing of shame, and became detestable like the 

thing they loved. 11 Ephraim's glory shall fly away like a bird—no birth, no pregnancy, no conception! 12 Even if 

they bring up children, I will bereave them till none is left. Woe to them when I depart from them! 13 Ephraim, as I 

have seen, was like a young palm[a] planted in a meadow; but Ephraim must lead his children out to slaughter. 14 

Give them, O Lord—what will you give? Give them a miscarrying womb and dry breasts. 
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A motivated high school athlete works diligently towards a goal.  The goal is usually different in various ways for 
each individual. Some athletes have minimal goals and just hope to make a sub-varsity team and not get cut from 
the program.  Another may have a goal to make the varsity team and obtain all the recognition that comes with it. 
Yet another athlete may aspire to not only be a starter on the team, but become the team captain and be recognized 
as an all-state player. Some athletes are less motivated and as a result are often mediocre at best.  They don’t give 
their absolute best efforts during practice drills and therefore have trained and conditioned themselves to less than 
excellence.   
 
As a believer in Christ, we should ponder on the goal of our lives. In 1 Corinthians 9:24-25, Paul encouraged Corinth 
with these words, “Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one receives the prize? So run that you 
may obtain it. Every athlete exercises self-control in all things.” 
 
During Hosea’s ministry, Israel set their eyes on the prize of sin. Their aim and goal was to do detestable and 
shameful things. They ran after wickedness and immorality and obtained barren wombs and unfruitful lives as a 
result. 

 



 
 
As followers of Christ, we should set our eyes on the prize of Christ Jesus. Our goal should be to reject ungodliness 
and live self-controlled and upright lives in this present age of evil (Titus 2:12). 
 
The goal of living for Christ is vital.  Such an established goal is a means by which we can reflect accurately and see 
if we’ve “hit our mark.”  I imagine our Lord Jesus Christ in many ways as my head coach.  As my head coach I am 
certain that He desires for me to work with all that is within me and utilize all the talents given to me to not just make 
the team, but to perform well. 
 
Revelation 3:16 states, “So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit you out of my 
mouth.”  Any seasoned coach would also become frustrated and “sick” of any athlete that just goes through the 
motions in any simulated practice drill. 
 
 
 
   Questions: 
 

1. There is an old saying, “That if you aim at nothing, you’ll hit it every time.”  Do you have specified goals 
regarding your position on His team?   
 

2. As a member of Team Jesus you are always wearing His jersey everywhere you go.  Are you representing 
His team well?  Do others even know what team you’re on? 
 

3. Read John 15:1-8.  How does these verses relate to others being able to see you as a member of His team? 
 
 

 


