
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  HOSEA 9:4-6 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4 They shall not pour drink offerings of wine to the Lord, and their sacrifices shall not please him. It shall be like 

mourners' bread to them; all who eat of it shall be defiled; for their bread shall be for their hunger only; it shall not 

come to the house of the Lord. 5 What will you do on the day of the appointed festival, and on the day of the feast 

of the Lord? 6 For behold, they are going away from destruction; but Egypt shall gather them; Memphis shall bury 

them. Nettles shall possess their precious things of silver; thorns shall be in their tents. 
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Chapter 9 of Hosea is not what Israel was wanting to hear. Hosea lets them know in verses 4-6 that none of their 
offerings will please the Lord. This is because all they had been doing was only for show. Israel was just going 
through the ceremonies because that is what they had always done. They were not following the Lord or living a life 
that honors the Lord. They had become just like the world around them, worshipping the created things and idols 
(Romans 1:25). Now they are going to reap what they had sowed.  
 
I cannot help but think about not only my own life, but also the nation of America and even the church at large. In my 
earlier life, I all too often let myself get caught up in the things of the world I lived in. I chased money and the next 
toy I thought I needed to fulfill my life. When I take a look at our nation and the mess we are in right now, I am afraid 
we too are reaping what we have sowed. The American dream is not of the Lord. It is man's way of trying to live what 
we call the “good life”, yet it has nothing to do with serving or loving God with all our heart as we are called to do 
(Deuteronomy 6:5, Luke 10:27). We, just like Israel, have all too often played the whore, trying to fill the hole in our 
hearts with created things instead of the Creator. Not only the nation of America, but also the church at large, has all 
too often just been going through the motions and doing what we thought we should do. Yet God is not pleased with 
our offerings because they are given with wrong motives. Just like Israel, we check the box and move on to what our 
hearts truly want to do.  

 



 
 
In Matthew 7:21-23 we read some of the saddest words, I believe, in the bible.  Jesus says “Not everyone who says to 
me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 
Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons 
and in your name perform many miracles?’ Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you 
evildoers!” I have always just wanted to cry every time I read these verses and it is these verses that have come to 
mind all throughout this study of Hosea.  
 
The Israelites had missed it and had conformed to the world around them (Romans 12:2). America has done the same 
thing, just as the church, and many who say they are Christians, have done. In Psalms 24:3-4 we read: “Who may 
ascend the mountain of the Lord? Who may stand in his holy place? The one who has clean hands and a pure heart, 
who does not trust in an idol or swear by a false god.” I pray that we will have clean hands and a pure heart. 

Questions: 

1. What things of this world have you put in the place of your personal relationship with God? 
 

2. How are you being influenced by others and the world around you more than by the word of God?   
 

3. Please take some time and read Psalm 24 and Matthew 7 and ask God to show you what you need to do to 
love Him with all your heart and soul. 

 
 

 


