
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  HOSEA 9:15-17 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
15 Every evil of theirs is in Gilgal; there I began to hate them. Because of the wickedness of their deeds I will drive 

them out of my house. I will love them no more; all their princes are rebels. 16 Ephraim is stricken; their root is dried 

up; they shall bear no fruit. Even though they give birth, I will put their beloved children to death. 17 My God will 

reject them because they have not listened to him; they shall be wanderers among the nations. 
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Honestly, as a parent I have been angry with my children throughout moments in their life. I have had moments 
where I just had to walk away from them for a while or ask them to go to a different space for a time. If you are a 
parent, you know exactly what I'm talking about. This cooling off period is for the child to collect themselves, be 
reminded of who their true authority is and seek amends and forgiveness for their actions.  And sometimes it’s good 
for us as parents to walk away before we handle the situation hurtfully. But in these moments of anger, I have not 
ever felt hatred towards my children, or stopped loving them. The anger I felt was caused by me not agreeing with 
their actions or their sin. As I read this text, I asked the question, “How can God say that He hated His children?” How 
could He stop loving them, take away the blessing of children, and remove them from their land? 
 
For me to understand why God says these words I have to look into what was happening in this context. Gilgal was 
the first location to set camp after the Israelites crossed the Jordan river into the promised land. Gilgal had been the 
scene of many mercies from God. Gilgal was the place of worship, blessing and promise for the Israelites. Then Gilgal 
had become the center of all their sin. So the scene of mercy became the source of wrath. God's fatherly love was 
turned by Israel's wickedness into hatred. God was so discouraged by the actions of his children that he had to 
remove them from His house. This is exactly what the Lord promised under the terms of the Old Covenant 
(Deuteronomy 29:24-28). Their sin had made them an enemy of God.  And so does ours.   

 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/deuteronomy/29/24-28/s_182024


 
 
Thankfully, we can come to God by faith in a new and better covenant, where He promises to remember our sins no 
more (Hebrews 8:12, 10:16-17). He provided a way for us to be reconciled to Himself in spite of our sin (Romans 5:8). 
We are reminded that, as believers today, we have the Spirit of God living in us through the life, death, burial, and 
resurrection of Christ Jesus (2 Corinthians 5:17-21). We are not alone or without guidance. We have God’s Spirit, His 
promise of His word, and His people. We have the promise of being sealed and never to be left or forsaken (John 
10:27-30). We are being held in the hands of our great shepherd Jesus Christ and by God.  
 
This text also reminds me that God does discipline those that he loves, just as a father disciplines his children 
(Hebrews 12:4-13).  As a parent, if we do not discipline our children when they sin, then we are not truly loving them. 
We cannot let them think that sin is the authority in their life. We have to point them to God through our actions as He 
is our authority and should be theirs also. We have a very important role as a parent. If I am completely honest, it 
overwhelms me most days to think of our responsibility for the arrows in our quiver. I pray that I never feel the hate 
that God had towards Israel, with my children. I pray that the grace of God through Christ allows me to trust in God's 
plan and his ways to lead and guide this next generation in my family. They were in God’s hands before they were 
ever in mine (Psalms 139). 
 

Questions: 

1. If you are a parent, how much quality time have you spent with your children in the last week? Have you 
been intentional in pointing them to the Lord? 
 

2. When you are going through hardships in life, have you ever viewed it as discipline from God? (Hebrews 12:7) 
 

3. What do you need to get rid of, or stop doing to be a more obedient child of God? Confess that to your 
Journey Group and if you are not currently in a group, please reach out to 
pastoraloffice@stonepointchurch.com.  
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