
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  HOSEA 9:1-3 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
1 Rejoice not, O Israel! Exult not like the peoples; for you have played the whore, forsaking your God. You have loved 

a prostitute's wages on all threshing floors. 2 Threshing floor and wine vat shall not feed them, and the new wine 

shall fail them. 3 They shall not remain in the land of the Lord, but Ephraim shall return to Egypt, and they shall eat 

unclean food in Assyria. 

 

DEVOTIONAL FOR HOSEA 9:1-3 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 AUTHOR: EDWARD BARRETT 
 
When I read the word “rejoice” I think of Philippians 4:4 which says: “Rejoice in the Lord always; and again I will say, 
rejoice.”  However, I don’t think this was the kind of “rejoicing” Hosea was talking about in verse 1.  In fact, it seems like 
Israel was “rejoicing” in everything except the Lord.  
 
For me, I can relate to this passage because I have forsaken the Lord and was “rejoicing” in it.  I was in that place ten 
years ago.  I thought I knew Christ, but by my actions you wouldn’t say that I knew Him at all.  I was going to church 
on Sundays but the rest of the week was spent finding all my worth in female relationships.  I was “rejoicing” in all the 
fun I was having at the time.  I was living a life that resembled Jeremiah 2:13: “for my people have committed two 
evils: they have forsaken me, the fountain of living waters, and hewed out cisterns for themselves, broken cisterns 
that can hold no water.”  I was selfish and life was all about how I could make myself happy, my way.  I had forsaken 
Christ and was playing the “whore”.  But ultimately there was no life found there.   
 
As I think on yet another failed relationship at that time, verse 2 really came to life. I was seeking comfort through 
drugs and alcohol. Again, this was not satisfying. I was living out verse 3 in that I was far from the “land” of the Lord 
and instead was in bondage under the yoke of depression with no hope.  And what was worse, I was angry at God for 
how my life turned out.  Sound familiar (Hosea 8:2)? 
 

 



 
What a terrifying place to be when you are fully aware of your brokenness and living in the land of your “enemies” 
(sin).  At the time it feels against your will, but ultimately you are reaping your own consequences.  One moment you 
are living in the “land of promise”, but in the next moment, the “land of bondage” from which you were originally 
saved (verse 3; Proverbs 26:11).   
 
There is indeed a heap of consequences when you sow the seed of sin and forsake God.  For this reason, He has 
given us His word and has called us to abide with Him DAILY.  He has also given us provision in having a community 
of believers around us so that we can be reminded of truth and encouraged to walk in it.  Hebrews 3:13 says it well: 
“But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called “today,” that none of you may be hardened by the 
deceitfulness of sin.” (See also Hebrews 10:24-25.)   
 
Today I can say that I rejoice in Him because I abide daily with Him and I am part of a group of believers that meet 
weekly called a Journey Group.  Life isn’t about who I am, who I can go have a good time with, or even about what I 
have.  Life is about whose I am.  God’s word and His people help remind me of that.   
 

Questions: 

1. Where are you “rejoicing” lately? What is occupying all of your thoughts and time? 
 

2. What “land of bondage” do you find yourself prone to visit? 
 

3. How is your time in God’s Word?  Are you meeting with Him there daily?  If not, confess to your Journey 
Group this week.  If you are not in a Journey Group, please reach out to 
pastoraloffice@stonepointchurch.com.   
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