
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  HOSEA 8:8-10 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8 Israel is swallowed up; already they are among the nations as a useless vessel. 9 For they have gone up to Assyria, 

a wild donkey wandering alone; Ephraim has hired lovers. 10 Though they hire allies among the nations, I will soon 

gather them up. And the king and princes shall soon writhe because of the tribute. 

 
 

DEVOTIONAL FOR HOSEA 8:8-10 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 AUTHOR: CODY KING 
 
Have you ever struggled with your identity? I imagine that we all, at some point, have wrestled through the questions 
of “who am I?” and “who am I meant to be?” Conversely, have you ever been so sure of who you were that a sense of 
pride welled up within you when someone questioned who you were? How about a sense of anger? Fear? What 
about a sobering realization that, however you see yourself, is not how others see you?  
 
Back in verse two Israel “reminds” God of who they are – Israel. A nation named after their forefather who wrestled 
with God over his identity and who he was to be, and the blessing he was to receive. “And he said to him, “What is 
your name?” And he said, Jacob.” Then he said, your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel.” (Genesis 32:27-28) 
Jacob was the son of Isaac who was the son of Abraham, to whom the promise was given. The nation of Israel 
believed that they were children of promise (Galatians 4:28) and they were right. They believed that they were God’s 
chosen people, and they were right. They believed that this saved them. They were wrong. God’s promise to Israel 
has always been one of condition (Deuteronomy 28). Instead of keeping the covenant they transgressed it; instead of 
obeying the law they rebelled against it (Hosea 8:1). How they saw themselves was no longer how God saw them, 
and also was not how the nations around them saw them.  
 
They were swallowed up...among the nations (verse 8) and seen as a useless vessel. The holy people of God reduced 
to the image of a pot with a hole in it. Even worse likened to a wild donkey wandering alone (verse 9). Stubborn and 
unruly, seeking after its own desires. They hired lovers to fulfill their loneliness instead of turning in obedience to the 
initiator of their promise. The world that once came to them with tribute now mocked them (cf. useless vessel v. 8) 
with contempt. The Lord would soon gather them up from the nations (v. 10). No hiring of allies would stay His 

 



 
judgement. He would remind them of who He is and who they have become, although His promise still stands and 
one day they will be reminded of who they were meant to be. 
 
If you are in Christ you are a new creation (2 Corinthians 5:17). You have been given a new identity. You are chosen, 
holy, righteous, redeemed, forgiven, and sealed by His Spirit to the praise of his glory (Ephesians 1:3-14). Do you see this 
as your identity? Do you believe this marks who you are? Would the people in your life say this marks who you are? 
Or would they say something else? 
 

Questions: 

1. How have you struggled with your identity in the past? Was it defined by you or by others? 
 

2. In what ways have you looked to others to define who you are rather than the Lord? 
 

3. In what ways can you bring your life back into conformity with who God says that you are? 

 


