
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  HOSEA 8:11-14 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
11 Because Ephraim has multiplied altars for sinning, they have become to him altars for sinning. 12 Were I to write 

for him my laws by the ten thousands, they would be regarded as a strange thing. 13 As for my sacrificial offerings, 

they sacrifice meat and eat it, but the Lord does not accept them. Now he will remember their iniquity and punish 

their sins; they shall return to Egypt. 14 For Israel has forgotten his Maker and built palaces, and Judah has multiplied 

fortified cities; so I will send a fire upon his cities, and it shall devour her strongholds. 
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As a child you were always told “no dessert until after you finish your dinner.” I remember pulling out the candy or 
cookie jar and sitting it next to me, just staring at it. And then I would open the lid and just smell the cookies. I hadn’t 
disobeyed yet. More often than not, I would end up trying to sneak a bite or even a whole cookie. I knew it was 
wrong but it was hard to resist. I had set myself up for failure. That’s exactly what happened with Israel. They had 
created altars to false gods; they set themselves up to sin. We often do the same things in our lives. We put 
ourselves right next to sin. We even set up altars in our lives. It's no surprise that we give in to that temptation.  
 
In verse 12 Hosea tells us that the word of God and His laws that He wrote for HIs people was considered strange to 
them. When I read this verse I couldn't help but think of America right now. We are surrounded by unbelievers. Even 
those who might claim faith, find the laws of the Word, laws from God that are meant to help and keep us from pain 
and heartache, as strange. 1 Corinthians 2:14 tells us that the natural (sinful) man does not understand the things of 
the Spirit. They are foolish to him and he cannot understand them. When we are walking in sin apart from God, the 
things of His Word will sound strange to us.  
 
This next verse is convicting to me. At first glance you might think, they are giving their sacrifice like they are 
supposed to, why would God not accept it? The answer lies in the heart behind their giving. It was out of compulsion 

 



 
and ritual, but there was no repentance or remorse. Today this relates to our tithes and offerings as well as our time 
and our worship. 2 Corinthians 9:6-7 tells us to not give reluctantly because God loves a cheerful giver.  
 
In the final verse of this chapter we are reminded how Israel forgot God and built palaces. The Southern Kingdom of 
Judah forgot God and had a different kind of idol. Their idolatry was in their big, fortified cities. They took pride in their 
cities and trusted them to protect them from Assyrian invaders instead of trusting in God. We can often be guilty of 
the same thing. We put our trust in things like our job, our relationships, our house, or our finances instead of God. 
Just like the Israelites, we tend to forget our Maker and rely on our own strength.  
 

Questions: 

1. Are there any altars you have built in your life that are causing you to sin?  
 

2. Are you bringing your sacrifices to God with a repentant and cheerful heart or are you doing it out of 
obligation? 
 

3. What palaces or fortified cities do you have in your life that you are putting your trust in instead of God? 
 

 

 


