
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  HOSEA 7:4-7 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
4 They are all adulterers; they are like a heated oven whose baker ceases to stir the fire, from the kneading of the 

dough until it is leavened. 5 On the day of our king, the princes became sick with the heat of wine; he stretched out 

his hand with mockers. 6 For with hearts like an oven they approach their intrigue; all night their anger smolders; in 

the morning it blazes like a flaming fire. 7 All of them are hot as an oven, and they devour their rulers. All their kings 

have fallen, and none of them calls upon me. 

 

DEVOTIONAL FOR HOSEA 7:4-7 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 AUTHOR: ARCHIE ENGLEDOW 
 
If you have grown up in this area or have lived here for very long, you have probably seen and experienced a black 
locust tree. You see, there is nothing fun about having a black locust anywhere on your property. They grow these 
really large thorns that stab you, put holes in your tires, damage your livestock and pet’s feet and so on. The most 
common, easiest thing to do when you see one is to mow it with a tractor, but then you spread the seeds and thorns 
everywhere. You have the option of spraying them but that gets costly and takes a lot of time. Many of us just leave it 
alone and stay away from it, until you finally go and trim it or cut it down. But guess what? It comes back. What I have 
discovered is that you have to pull it up completely out of the ground, roots and all, and burn them to get rid of the 
tree for good. If not you will have them everywhere and they will take over your land. The only winning solution is to 
immediately address the problem when you see them show up and get rid of them. If not, they will take over. The 
same can be said of sin. 
 
As we find ourselves studying chapter 7:4-7 of Hosea, I can't help but to be reminded of the black locust when I see 
the destruction and fall of the kingdoms in Israel because of sin that had taken root in their hearts. The adulterous 
passions that grew day and night in their minds were so strong it caused their focus to only be on what felt good, 
looked good and tasted good. They were taken captive by their thoughts. They were slaves to their thoughts to the 
point of full blown actions of sexual impurity and drunkenness. They burned with passion of sexual sin in their hearts 

 



 
just as we see in Romans 1:24-25: “Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity 
for the degrading of their bodies with one another. They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and worshiped and 
served created things rather than the Creator— who is forever praised. Amen.”   
 
Even the king, we see here in verse 5, lost sight of his calling by joining in on the lustful, drunken mockers and giving 
into the temptation of his flesh. There was no one turning to God. No one was praying for help. The thornbush of sin 
had taken root. It had taken all hope away; it had choked out and blinded them where they could not see.  
 
James 1:13-15 says: “When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.” For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor 
does he tempt anyone; but each person is tempted when they are dragged away by their own evil desire and enticed. 
Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown gives birth to death.”  We can be so 
easily attracted to sin. Our flesh desires what looks good, feels good and tastes good. We all have desires and 
temptations just as the Israelites did. We have a choice to kill the temptation by confessing it to God and others (1 
John 1:9, James 5:16).  Or we can ignore it like it’s not there and allow it to grow, take root, overtake us and destroy 
our life.  We can find ourselves just like the Israelities: a sinful, lustful, adulterous, slanderous people who only care 
about what makes us feel good. We can become so blinded by our sin that we forget there is a God that loves us 
and gave everything for a relationship with us. 
 

Questions: 

1. What “thorn” is growing in your heart that you need to take by the root and confess of today? 
 

2. How are you being influenced by others? Are they encouraging and investing in you spiritually? Or are they 
pulling you away from God?   
 

3. How are you being a Godly influence to others?  
 

 

 


