
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  HOSEA 7:11-16 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
11 Ephraim is like a dove, silly and without sense, calling to Egypt, going to Assyria. 12 As they go, I will spread over 

them my net; I will bring them down like birds of the heavens; I will discipline them according to the report made to 

their congregation. 13 Woe to them, for they have strayed from me! Destruction to them, for they have rebelled 

against me! I would redeem them, but they speak lies against me. 14 They do not cry to me from the heart, but they 

wail upon their beds; for grain and wine they gash themselves; they rebel against me. 15 Although I trained and 

strengthened their arms, yet they devise evil against me. 16 They return, but not upward; they are like a treacherous 

bow; their princes shall fall by the sword because of the insolence of their tongue. This shall be their derision in the 

land of Egypt. 
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I do not claim to know much about doves or birds in general.  But when I read verse 11 in chapter 7 of Hosea, it made 
me want to understand a little more about doves to get the full comparison picture of Ephraim (or Israel) and a silly, 
senseless dove.  Did you know that doves are in the pigeon family? Upon further reading, I learned that doves (and 
pigeons) have a tendency to build weak and flimsy nests relatively close to the ground.  While they are largely seed 
eaters, they do not scratch for their food so the seeds they eat are mainly weed seeds and waste grain from 
cultivated fields.  Additionally, they have a strong tendency to return to the same area from one year to the next, 
regardless of whether it is safe. And up to 75% of juvenile doves do not survive the first year.  
 
In Matthew 10:16, Jesus encouraged His disciples to be “wise as serpents and innocent as doves” which could cause 
us to ask if being like a dove is really that bad.  In that passage, I believe that Jesus is referring to the fact that doves 

 



 
don’t tend to stay and fight other birds for very long.  He was encouraging them to be at peace with others as far as it 
depended upon them (Romans 12:18). But aside from this particular aspect, doves as a whole, do not seem to be 
worth imitating.   
 
The senseless nature of these birds is that they build their “homes” on poor foundations, eat “weeds” rather than 
good “grains”, and return to the same place over and over, even if destructive.  And this is exactly what Israel was 
doing.  In their sin and pride, they became blinded to the truth (Proverbs 3:7; Ephesians 4:18).  They were fools, silly 
and senseless...unaware of their real condition (Hosea 7:9).  They continued in their sin.  And while they knew God, 
they did not honor Him (Romans 1:21-23).   
 
Israel built their “homes” and their “diets” around their desires.  And the Lord gave them over to their sin and withdrew 
His hand of blessing and protection from them (verse 13).  They even looked to Egypt for salvation (verse 16) in their 
time of distress, the same nation who took them into captivity for 400 years.  One would think they would look to the 
God who delivered them out of captivity, out of Egypt (Exodus 13-14).  But they did not. They were like the dove, 
returning to the same place, or the dog returning to its vomit (Proverbs 26:11).   
 
Before we begin to judge Israel, it’s important that we understand we are all susceptible to the same (1 Corinthians 
10:12-13).  Sin is deceitful and blinding.  If we are not diligently and daily seeking the Lord and His provisions for us - 
His Word (John 15); His Spirit (Galatians 5:16-18) and His people (Hebrews 3:12-13; 10:23-25) - we are senseless, silly 
doves that are in great danger of being deceived and destroyed.   
 

Questions: 

1. Are there any areas in your life where you are like a dove, returning to the same place over and over, hoping 
for a different outcome or satisfaction?   
 

2. Where do you tend to go when things are difficult?  Do you call a friend or family member? Have a glass or 
two of wine or beer?  Do you seek comfort in food?   
 

3. How are you doing at being in the Word daily?  What keeps you from doing this?  What is one step you can 
take?  Share this with your Journey Group.  If you are not in a Journey Group, please reach out to us.   

 
 

 


