
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  HOSEA 7:1-3 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
1 when I would heal Israel, the iniquity of Ephraim is revealed, and the evil deeds of Samaria, for they deal falsely; the 

thief breaks in, and the bandits raid outside. 2 But they do not consider that I remember all their evil. Now their deeds 

surround them; they are before my face. 3 By their evil they make the king glad, and the princes by their treachery. 

 

 

DEVOTIONAL FOR HOSEA 7:1-3 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 AUTHOR: SPENCER JOHNSTON 
 
These few verses further go into the Israelites’ habit of trying to cover up their transgressions from God. While 
studying this section, I couldn’t help but think about Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden and their efforts to hide 
their sins from God. After introducing sin into this world, God’s creation tried to hide their nakedness as well as their 
wrongdoings from the Lord (Genesis 3). In response, God sought after them in the Garden and asked them “where 
are you” (verse 9)? God did not ask that because He didn’t know where they were but He wanted to give them a 
chance to come clean.  
 
Similarly, Israel had their Day of Atonement as their chance to come clean from their sins, but Israel was just going 
through the motions. Hosea 7:2 says they did not consider that God remembers their evil. He offers healing to Israel, 
and yet they still do evil. Their sin surrounds them, separating them from a holy God, and God clearly sees and 
remembers their sins. 
 
Verse 3 finishes the section off saying their evil and treachery made the rulers glad. This explained how evil this 
nation had truly become, and it goes into more detail later in verse 5 by stating how the current king was easily made 
drunk. The ruler over the nation should have been sober minded, but instead drank in excess. Verse 7 states that 
Israel’s kings have fallen. Four out of six of Israel’s kings at the time were assassinated, showing how their rulers 
came to powers through treacherous means. This was a sinful nation that did not feel remorse for their evil acts 
committed before the Lord. 
 



 
 
As we read further into Hosea, God’s love for his people and His continual wanting for the Israelites to return to Him 
is shown in the text. He continually sought after them and gave them a chance to come clean, like He did with His 
original creation, and what He even does for us today. In the end, He sent Jesus, the final sacrifice, to atone for the 
sins of the Israelites and the sins of the whole world. While this gift is free, we still have to receive it by confessing 
our sins and our need for Christ as our Savior. God’s grace requires a response. 
 

Questions: 

1. What are some other sins the Israelites committed before God that were covered in earlier chapters? 
 

2. Is there any area in your life where you are going through the motions but not really submitting to the Lord? 
Confess that to your Journey Group or another believer in your life. 
 

3. What does Romans 6 say about continuing in sin as a believer?   
 
 
 

 


