
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  HOSEA 5:8-15 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8 Blow the horn in Gibeah, the trumpet in Ramah. Sound the alarm at Beth-aven; we follow you, O Benjamin! 9 

Ephraim shall become a desolation in the day of punishment; among the tribes of Israel I make known what is sure. 

10 The princes of Judah have become like those who move the landmark; upon them I will pour out my wrath like 

water. 11 Ephraim is oppressed, crushed in judgment, because he was determined to go after filth. 12 But I am like 

a moth to Ephraim, and like dry rot to the house of Judah. 13 When Ephraim saw his sickness, and Judah his 

wound, then Ephraim went to Assyria, and sent to the great king. But he is not able to cure you or heal your 

wound. 14 For I will be like a lion to Ephraim, and like a young lion to the house of Judah. I, even I, will tear and go 

away; I will carry off, and no one shall rescue. 15 I will return again to my place, until they acknowledge their guilt 

and seek my face, and in their distress earnestly seek me.   

 

DEVOTIONAL FOR HOSEA 5:8-15 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 AUTHOR: DICK PATTERSON 
 
These last 8 verses of chapter 5 are a continuation of Hosea’s warning of Ephraim’s (Israel) coming judgment. He 
starts off telling them that they better sound the alarm because judgment is coming and Ephraim is going to be 
wiped out. The Lord is going to allow the Assyrian army to walk right through Ephraim (Israel) at that time. We see 
this happen in 2 Kings 17.  
 
Hosea also lets Judah know that they are not going to escape God’s judgment because they also have continually 
sinned against the Lord. Due to both Ephraim and Judah’s sickness of refusing to walk with the Lord, God is going to 
eat away all that they have. Ephraim’s judgment will be quick like a moth can ruin clothes overnight and Judah's like 

 



 
a sore that has gone untreated and rots away from the inside. Ephraim even tries to get help from the very people 
that are going to overtake them and destroy the northern kingdom. God had withdrawn his hand of protection and 
was letting them face the consequences of their sins. This all happens because they all had become “wise in their 
own sight” (Rom.12:16)” and had become just like the world around them. They knew about God but did not know or 
choose to follow the commandments of God. They were living the good life and enjoying their sins, they knew what 
they wanted and saw nothing wrong in the way they were living. 
  
Proverbs 26:12 tells us “Do you see a man who is wise in his own eyes? There is more hope for a fool than for him.”  
That was not only their problem then, but that is our problem today! One of the overarching problems the Lord has 
let me see over the last few months as our country and the church as a whole has been facing all that is in the news 
is this very thing. We are no different than the two nations of Israel, we all too often look to our own wisdom and to 
the culture around us for the answers to the problem we are facing, whatever it may be.  
 
I confess that I have to plead with God each day to “Search me O God, and know my heart! Try me and know my 
thoughts! And see if there be any grievous way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting! (Psalm 139:23-24). 
Because I want to fix things and, in the process of trying to do that, there are times I catch myself reacting in my flesh 
and not seeking the Lord first.  
 
We read in 2 Chronicles 7:14 “if my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my 
face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land”. This 
is the answer to all of our problems today and is how Hosea 5:15 ends,”I will return again to my place, until they 
acknowledge their guilt and seek my face, and in their distress earnestly seek me.” I hope and pray that we all will 
learn from not only Hosea, but from all those that have come before us. We do not have to continue making the 
same mistakes as so many have before us, or that we have made in the past. Israel was blinded by their sins. I pray 
that we will not be. 

Questions: 

1. Are you content with just being one of those people that say they know God but do not follow Him with all 
your heart? 
 

2. What sin or sins do you continually live in with no regard to what God has called you? 
 

3. With all that has been going on in the world around us, in what ways have you responded, and seen many of 
your Christian friends respond, that does not line up with how God would have us respond?  

 


