
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  HOSEA 5:1-7 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
1 Hear this, O priests! Pay attention, O house of Israel! Give ear, O house of the king! For the judgment is for you; 

for you have been a snare at Mizpah and a net spread upon Tabor. 2 And the revolters have gone deep into 

slaughter, but I will discipline all of them. 3 I know Ephraim, and Israel is not hidden from me; for now, O Ephraim, you 

have played the whore; Israel is defiled. 4 Their deeds do not permit them to return to their God. For the spirit of 

whoredom is within them, and they know not the Lord. 5 The pride of Israel testifies to his face; Israel and Ephraim 

shall stumble in his guilt; Judah also shall stumble with them. 6 With their flocks and herds they shall go to seek the 

Lord, 

but they will not find him; he has withdrawn from them. 7 They have dealt faithlessly with the Lord; for they have 

borne alien children. Now the new moon shall devour them with their fields. 

 

 

DEVOTIONAL FOR HOSEA 5:1-7 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 AUTHOR: MARK JOHNSTON 
 
Building on Chapter 4, Hosea drives home his point from the opening verse here that the Lord holds leaders—both 
religious and governmental, responsible for the sinful acts of their people. This is not to say, of course, that the 
people themselves are blameless in the matter, but that those in authority of what we now call ‘the church’ and 
those in positions of political office are responsible for either leading the people astray, or for not helping turn them 
around when they do veer off course. 
 

 



 
David Guzik puts it this way, “It would be tempting for the priests to blame the people, but it was really the fault of 
the spiritual leadership (priests) and political leadership (house of Israel) of the nation.” (See also 1 Peter 5.) 
 
Ezekiel 34:1-6 gives this strong rebuke to the religious leaders who have used their position for their own rewards: 
“The word of the Lord came to me: “Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel; prophesy, and say to them, 
even to the shepherds, Thus says the Lord God: Ah, shepherds of Israel who have been feeding yourselves! Should not 
shepherds feed the sheep? You eat the fat, you clothe yourselves with the wool, you slaughter the fat ones, but you do 
not feed the sheep.” 
 
This is a grave warning for pastors and elders of the “Big C” Global Church as well as “small c” local church, and one 
of the reasons we make membership such a priority here at Stonepoint. At so many churches, all that is required to 
be a member is to walk an aisle and sign a piece of paper. But, as we’re shown here, as church leaders we are 
responsible, and will answer to God for our ‘flock’ someday (Hebrews 13:17), and must identify those who are our 
‘sheep’ as opposed to the folks who occasionally graze in our pasture (attend services a few times a year, but don’t 
get involved in service, journey groups or any meaningful connection to the body.) There is a clear delineation 
between the sheep who are under our care, and those who don’t really want a shepherd. 
 
However, the real tragedy in this section of scripture is found in verses 2-4—we all sin, as Israel did, but, what’s worse 
is when the Lord disciplined them, they resisted and still sought their own way. Again, we see this paralleled in our 
own lives, where one sin leads to another, which often leads to an attempt to cover up or blame others for our 
indiscretions—a cycle that can repeat, ad infinitum. Only God’s loving kindness that leads us to true repentance can 
restore our relationship with Him. (Romans 2:4) 
 
In verse 5 we see that pride is the reason behind the nation’s rejection of the Lord’s rebuke. Mankind’s struggle with 
pride goes all the way back to the Garden, in Genesis 3, where Adam and Eve foolishly bought the lie that their way 
could be better than the path God had laid out for them. 
 
Let’s close with a sobering look again at Verse 6: “With their flocks and herds they shall go to seek the Lord, 
but they will not find him; he has withdrawn from them.” 
 
On the surface this sounds incredibly harsh, the idea of God turning away from his people. But in reality, despite their 
claimed allegiance, are they truly ‘His people?’ The truth is, their gestures of ‘repentance’ were not sincere, their 
hearts were far from Him and He saw through the veneer of false holiness they tried to cover themselves in.  
 

 



 
The same thing happens with us at times. Guzik says it this way: “In many ways today, people think they are seeking 
God when they really aren't. It's just a superficial investigation. For example, a man might say, ‘I grew up in the Baptist 
church and couldn't find God there. So I went to the Methodist church and couldn't find God there. Then I went to the 
Pentecostal church, but couldn't find God there. Now I'm at the Presbyterian church and can't find God.’ You may 
imagine you have searched hard after God, but that is an illusion. The truth is that you are running away from God. 
When He started to get close to you at the Baptist church, you left it and became a Methodist. When He started to 
get close to you at the Methodist church, you became a Pentecostal. You've followed the same pattern—a 
superficial search for God that backs away when you really start getting close to God.” 
 
God sees us for who we truly are, not who we pretend to be. Freedom in Christ is found when we take off the masks 
we wear to make ourselves presentable to others, and share our sin struggles—it’s then that we make ourselves 
relatable. As C.S. Lewis said, “Friendship is born at that moment when one person says to another: ‘What! You too? I 
thought I was the only one!” 

Questions: 

1. Are you content with just being one of those ‘sheep’ who only graze in the church ‘pasture’ when it fits your 
schedule, or is communing with God’s people a vital part of your spiritual walk? 
 

2. Have you ever played the game of ‘superficial repentance’ in dealing with God? Have you been caught in the 
trap of sin that you can’t seem to escape? Stonepoint offers re:generation on Monday nights at 7pm at our 
Wills Point Campus. For more info, click HERE. 
 

3. Has ‘blaming the church’ been part of your history of not getting close to God? Do you see where any 
increase in the distance between you and God has been from your side, instead of an unwavering, steady 
heavenly Father? 
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