
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  HOSEA 4:4-11 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4 Yet let no one contend, and let none accuse, for with you is my contention, O priest. 5 You shall stumble by day; 

the prophet also shall stumble with you by night; and I will destroy your mother. 6 My people are destroyed for lack 

of knowledge; because you have rejected knowledge, I reject you from being a priest to me. And since you have 

forgotten the law of your God, I also will forget your children. 7 The more they increased, the more they sinned 

against me; I will change their glory into shame. 8 They feed on the sin of my people; they are greedy for their 

iniquity. 9 And it shall be like people, like priest; I will punish them for their ways and repay them for their deeds. 10 

They shall eat, but not be satisfied; they shall play the whore, but not multiply, because they have forsaken the Lord 

to cherish 11 whoredom, wine, and new wine, which take away the understanding. 
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My heart has been grieved over the brokenness that has been highlighted in our society over the last couple of 
weeks.  We have witnessed division rather than unity, racism rather than equality, and conflict rather than peace. 
And sadly, bloodshed has followed more bloodshed as we see people trying to take justice into their own hands. 
While we are tempted to ascribe those things specifically to our current times, we see in Hosea 4:1-3, that we really 
are no different than Israel as a nation.  This crisis began a long time ago.  Like them, we have forsaken the Lord and 
His Word (4:1,6).  We have broken all boundaries the Lord has set for us, for our good, and now the land mourns 
(4:2-3).   
 
In all of this, perhaps the saddest part is how some of the “priesthood of believers” (2 Peter 2:9) have responded.  As 
we read Hosea 4:4-11, we see God specifically addressing Israel’s priests.  They were the ones leading the people 
spiritually.  And yet, they were leading people further into sin because they had also turned away from the Lord.  

 



 
They were personally benefiting from the people’s sin offerings to idols, filling their stomachs and their pockets.  And 
so God would punish the priests and the unfaithful people. They would suffer the consequences of their choices. 
 
Scripture does in fact speak to a greater accountability for church leaders (Hebrews 13:17; Acts 20:28; 1 Peter 5:1-3). 
However, it’s important to note that it relates mainly to leading by example in the New Testament rather than 
performing certain “functions” (Hebrews 13:7; 1 Peter 5:3).  The main exception is teaching and equipping (1 Timothy 
3:2; Ephesians 4:11-12). Because of Christ, as believers, we are all ministers of the gospel (Ephesians 4:12).  We are all a 
royal priesthood (1 Peter 2:9).  And we all have a responsibility to be a light, an example, in the darkness (1 Peter 2:9; 
Matthew 5:14-16) and to point people to Christ to be reconciled.  As believers, we are all acting on Christ’s behalf (2 
Corinthians 5:18-20).  If you were to examine your words (whether spoken verbally or written on social media), your 
actions and even your heart, would you say it imitates Christ? 
 
The way we respond to all that is happening in our world today is a big deal!  And it’s not just in what we say or don’t 
say, it’s also in how we live; it’s in our actions.  In a sense, we could all be the “priests” that God is addressing in Hosea 
4.  So practically, as a priesthood of believers, how should we respond? 
 
There are so many passages we could use, but one that I’ve been reflecting upon a great deal this last week is Micah 
6:8.  “He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you, but to do justice, and to love 
kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?”  We are called to stand up for injustice, but not in the way the world 
does. We must be kind and gentle, while pointing people to the truth and hope of God and His word. We must listen, 
more than we speak, to those who are hurting, putting their interests above our own (Philippians 2:3-4).  And we must 
be ambassadors of reconciliation because that is the very gospel!   

Questions: 

1. How have you responded to all that has happened lately (not just outwardly, but even within your heart)?   
 

2. Is there anything in you that has not been a reflection of Christ (Psalm 139:23-24)?  Confess that to the Lord 
and to your Journey Group or another believing friend.   
 

3. What is one thing you can do this week to “do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with your God?”  
 

 


