
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  HOSEA 4:15-19 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

15 Though you play the whore, O Israel, let not Judah become guilty. Enter not into Gilgal, nor go up to Beth-aven, 

and swear not, “As the Lord lives.” 16 Like a stubborn heifer, Israel is stubborn; can the Lord now feed them like a 

lamb in a broad pasture? 17 Ephraim is joined to idols; leave him alone. 18 When their drink is gone, they give 

themselves to whoring; their rulers dearly love shame. 19 A wind has wrapped them[b] in its wings, and they shall 

be ashamed because of their sacrifices. 
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If you’ve been following along with our study of Hosea then you have learned a little bit about the two kingdoms of 
Judah and Israel. Judah, the smaller southern kingdom, was not as wayward and wicked as the northern kingdom, 
Israel. Throughout the book of Hosea he has given warning to Judah not to fall into idolatry and the wicked ways of 
Israel.  
 
Specifically in verse 15, Hosea tells the people of Judah not to enter Gilgal or go up to Beth-aven. These two cities 
were at the center of the idolatry in Israel. Hosea is warning the nation of Judah to flee from evil because “bad 
company ruins good morals” (1 Corinthians 15:33). It’s interesting to look at the history of the two cities mentioned in 
this passage. Gilgal was once a place where prophets trained under Elijah and Elisha but was overrun with idolatry in 
Hosea’s age. The city of Beth-aven that Hosea mentions is not actually a real city, he is referring to the city of Bethel. 
Bethel means “house of God” but Hosea calls it Beth-aven which means “house of deceit.” What once was the house 
of God has become a house of deceit. What a striking contrast that these once God honoring cities of worship had 
become overrun by idolatry.  
 
It’s easy to look at this passage and think “how does this relate to me today?” There are two main things that we can 
glean from this passage. The first is that we should be careful with the company we keep and we should do our best 
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to avoid corrupt places and people. The second is that no matter how seemingly holy and good you are, we are all 
susceptible to temptation (1 Corinthians 10:12-13).  
 
In the next couple of verses Hosea compares the people of Israel to livestock, which for many is an easy comparison 
to understand, but I had to do a little digging before it made sense to me. Cattle are stubborn and are not easy prey 
because of their size but a lamb in a broad pasture is incredibly vulnerable and has wandered from the flock and 
from their caring shepherd. The people of Israel had been stubborn for years thinking they didn’t need God and 
turning away from Him. They are now vulnerable like sheep to the Assyrian army that will soon come against them. 
In verse 17 Hosea says Ephriam (the largest tribe of Israel and often used as a name for Israel as a whole) is joined to 
idols; leave him alone. When the Assyrian army comes God will simply leave them alone to fight on their own.  
 
My daughter is almost three and is very independent and stubborn, she wants to do everything on her own. When I 
read this passage I immediately thought of her. She thinks she knows what's best for her and that she doesn’t need 
my help. Of course I know as a grown up that she is incredibly vulnerable and needs massive amounts of love, help, 
and shepherding from her dad and I. Just the other day I watched her try to put her hair up in a ponytail herself for 
what seemed like forever. Every time I offered to help she said “no, I can do it myself!” until she finally gave up and 
realized that she needed help.  We are often like my daughter and like the people of Israel, stubborn and thinking we 
know what’s right, chasing idols instead of chasing after the heart of our good Shepherd.  
 
 

Questions: 

1. Is there any “bad company” in your life that you need to be avoiding?  
 

2. What are some areas in your life that you have been stubborn about thinking you can do it on your own? 
Confess those to God and your Journey Group. 

 
3. Are there any idols in your life you need to turn from?  

 

 


