
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  HOSEA 4:12-14 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

12 My people inquire of a piece of wood, and their walking staff gives them oracles. For a spirit of whoredom has led 

them astray, and they have left their God to play the whore. 13 They sacrifice on the tops of the mountains and burn 

offerings on the hills, under oak, poplar, and terebinth, because their shade is good. Therefore your daughters play 

the whore, and your brides commit adultery. 14 I will not punish your daughters when they play the whore, nor your 

brides when they commit adultery; for the men themselves go aside with prostitutes and sacrifice with cult 

prostitutes, and a people without understanding shall come to ruin. 
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Leadership. An inescapable concept forever present in our lives. One way or another we are bound to it, influenced 
by it, and for better or worse, we are led by it. It shapes our ideals, informs our opinions, and whether we care to 
admit it or not, it directs our wills. Positions of leadership have been appointed and also have been taken, but in 
every circumstance from the beginning of creation leadership has been given. At the very moment an individual 
begins following another person, leadership then has been given to the one who is followed. Ultimately, though, it is 
the Lord who appoints leaders. There is then a responsibility to this that cannot be, but often is, lessened or outright 
disregarded. There will be a stricter judgement (James 3:1).  
 
Scripture is full of examples of poor leadership as well as good leadership, even great leadership. The Apostle Paul, 
Timothy, Titus and other New Testament writers have given much instruction on how one should lead another with 
Jesus Christ our Lord being the utmost example of Servant Leadership. (See John 13:13-17, Mark 10:42-45, Ephesians 
4:11-16)  
 

 



 
Good and great leaders lead to good and great things, however the reverse is certainly true as well, poor and bad 
leaders lead to poor and bad things. This is the case for the leaders in Hosea’s day. As he has begun his indictment 
against the nation of Israel we see that their unfaithfulness has gone from the palace to the priesthood and finally to 
the home. Husbands are to lead their wives and children and diligently teach them the Lord’s statutes and 
commands (Deuteronomy 6:7-9), but instead lead them to whoredom and adultery! The Lord says that he will not 
punish daughters and brides because their men do the same things. It is almost to say, “how can I blame them if this 
is all that they have ever seen or known.” Following their leaders they became set in their ways, refusing the 
correction and warnings from Hosea and his contemporaries they finally led themselves to ruin (verse 14), and all 
came under judgement. 
 
We still appoint leaders today. Some are good. Others are not, but all are ultimately placed there by God (Romans 
13:1). You may not consider yourself to be a leader, but if you are a husband, you are a leader  (Ephesians 5:22-33). If 
you are a parent, you are a leader (Ephesians 6:4). If you are an employer, you are a leader (Ephesians 6:9). All leaders 
have instruction on how to lead well, but refusing to do so will lead you to ruin. Whether good or bad, those that you 
are leading will follow your lead, and our ability to lead will always be tied to our ability to follow. 
 
Israel came to a place where they no longer followed God and instead traded “the glory of the immortal God for 
images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things. Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of 
their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies among themselves, because they exchanged the truth about 
God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen.” (Romans 
1:23-25) Let us not refuse the Lord’s leadership in our lives, but let us follow well and lead well. 
 

Questions: 

1. How have you been led in the past? How has that leadership influenced the way you lead today? 
 

2. How well are you leading those that the Lord has entrusted to your care?  
 

3. What steps can you begin taking to become a better leader as well as a better follower? 
 

 


