
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  HOSEA 4:1-3 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1  Hear the word of the Lord, O children of Israel, for the Lord has a controversy with the inhabitants of the land. 

There is no faithfulness or steadfast love,and no knowledge of God in the land; 2  there is swearing, lying, murder, 

stealing, and committing adultery; they break all bounds, and bloodshed follows bloodshed. 3 Therefore the land 

mourns, and all who dwell in it languish, and also the beasts of the field and the birds of the heavens, and even the 

fish of the sea are taken away. 
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Out here in East Texas, our small rural communities are surrounded by cattle. Occasionally, we’ll notice cows loose 
on our Texas roads. Many of us have had accidents or very close encounters with these cows. If you've never owned 
cattle or livestock, you might wonder why it occurs so frequently? Well, it will usually be for one of two reasons. One, 
the boundaries are not secure, or two, the cows believe that the grass is greener on the other side of the fence. 
 
As sheep ourselves (John 10), we can certainly relate to cows and their predicaments. We’ve wandered off from God 
countless numbers of times in our own lives. We’ve failed to stay within the boundaries of God’s Word  and we’ve 
chased the lush, green grass of our own pursuits by doing what was right in our own eyes (Proverbs 14:12; 21:2). Time 
and time again, we’ve determined to follow our flesh and learned by the pain of our consequences and poor choices 
(Psalm 107:7-8). 
 
 
 

 



 
 
Israel had the same struggles. Despite God giving clear boundaries and precepts through His Word and covenant 
promises, Israel found themselves chasing after greener grass day by day. Israel’s constant wandering could have 
been interpreted as an accident, but God saw it as an abomination. The continual pursuit of foreign nations, their 
gods, their customs, their women, and their worship revealed a great error on their part. Their error caused strife and 
enmity between Israel and God, and it led to the eventual separation between Israel and Yahweh. God’s patience 
and love was not accepted and Israel continued in her stubborn rebellion and pursuits of greener pastures. The 
problem? Well, greener pastures didn’t exist and the nation found themselves in the midst of unfaithfulness and 
deception. They continually invented new ways of doing evil and went from cursing and lying, to murder, theft, and 
fornication. They regarded no one else, and were even willing to kill in their coveting to quench their fleshly pursuits 
(vs. 2). 
 
To prove that the grass was not greener on the other side, God shut off the tap. Due to a lack of rain, God dried up 
everything that was green and left nothing but a dry and barren land. Everything that was once fertile and fruitful, 
was simply left as a pile of stubble. There would no longer be a glorious homeland filled with milk and honey for 
Israel to inhabit. God’s patience had been exhausted and his boundaries had been departed. God kept His covenant 
promises with his bride, but Israel forsook the teaching of God’s precepts, so they would learn through pain. God’s 
beautiful and faithful bride had become an unfaithful, vile, bitter, desolate, and empty people. Israel was no longer 
the nation she was created to be. 

 

Questions: 

 
1. Have you ever believed the grass was greener on the other side? How did that work out for you?  

 
 

2. God can use His precepts, or God can use pain to teach us more about Him? Which do you believe is the 
best way? How has God seemed to teach you most? 
 
 

3. As a sheep, what is your biggest struggle in trusting and following God in this season of your life? Share your 
answer with a friend or someone in your Journey Group. 

 


