
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  HOSEA 3:4-5 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4 For the children of Israel shall dwell many days without king or prince, without sacrifice or pillar, without ephod or 

household gods. 5 Afterward the children of Israel shall return and seek the Lord their God, and David their king, and 

they shall come in fear to the Lord and to his goodness in the latter days. 
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Have you ever considered your relational equity with a heavenly husband? When we consider Israel as the wife of 
God we recognize the amount of “harlotry” in which they were deeply rooted.  This was a time of prosperity in Israel 
and they were worshipping false idols and not honoring the one true living God.  Why would they be so disobedient 
when the Lord chose them and placed such a high calling on her? 
 
As we look closer at Hosea 3:4, we see the Lord’s sovereignty and how he will place Israel in their current state, still 
as of today (e.g. without national sovereignty, no current temple with which to worship). If we reflect on chapter 2, we 
see that Gomer went after “MY” lovers who give me “MY” bread, water, wool, oil and drink.  This is in complete 
disregard to the one who truly gave her these good gifts.  When she was left with no lover to run to, she realizes that 
her first husband was better than anything she has now and returns (Hosea 2:7).  This is much like the prodigal son 
parable Jesus teaches in Luke 15.  He realizes that he was given good gifts by his father and returns in repentance (v. 
17).  Israel, much like Gomer and the prodigal son, has been chasing after other gods.  The Lord removed the kings 
from the Northern Kingdom in 722 B.C. when Assyria destroyed them, and later the Southern Kingdom would be 
captured by Babylon because the kings didn’t guide Israel to faithfulness to Him.  The Lord purged Israel of sacrifices 
to the Baals, pillars, ephod or household gods, all of which Mosaic Law prohibited. Once again, we see God’s chosen 
people choosing their own god to serve.  All seems hopeless. 
 

 



 
However the Lord provides hope! Hosea 3:3 ends with 7 words that should remind us of where our hope is found, “so 
will I also be to you.”  This is God’s covenant promise!  He remains faithful and true through it all.  Over and over again 
the Lord extends mercy to those who turn to Him.  The steadfast love of the Lord never changes, but Israel’s love 
was spotty at best.  Yet, in the latter days, they will return, seek Him, the true and better Davidic King, and they will 
know His goodness! 
 
So what about the Gentile believer? Are there areas in our life that God sees as harlotry?  Ephesians 2:1-10 is one of 
the many passages where we see ourselves in light of a perfect God.  We were once carrying out the passions of our 
flesh and the desires of our body and mind.  Doesn’t that sound like the Israelites?  Immorality in any way is harlotry 
against a perfect Savior.  “But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we 
were dead in our tresspasses, made us alive together with Christ - by grace you have been saved- (vv. 4-5).”  
 
Israel, as a whole, will have to wait until the Great Tribulation and the Millennial reign to return and seek the Lord, but 
we can do that today! Let’s honor Him with our will and way! 
 

Questions: 

1. Are there areas of harlotry in your life as a believer? Consider reading James 4:4 and Ephesians 2:1-3. 
 

2. Is there hope for those who have been spiritually unfaithful to their heavenly husband? What should be our 
response and next steps toward reconciliation? 

 
3. The Lord loves the children of Israel, just as He loves you and I.  How much and how long will God love you? 

Write out a prayer to Him describing His great love. 

 


